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(: M 1 c. 6.8. 
Y bath ſhewed thee O man,what is goed: 


" ind what doth the Lord require of | 


"thee, but 10 do juſtly, and to love mer- 
; 9; and to walk hambly with thy God ? 


th — A. 


as 4 as. 


Ss H A T thereare Lays of 
2- God engraven upon the 
S. tables of our hearts, both 

bY che light of nature, and 
® the holyScriptures plainly 


tellus. Whenſoever we! 


out or blot any of theſe Laws, we 
£ Our Confciences,and draw blood 


our own ſouls ; and we become | 
Iytors alſo to Gods Majeſty,. whoſe 


> and ſaperſcription we vilely de- 


"} and we know very well chatwe | 
incurred his high diſpleaſure. | 
it hath been'the enquiry of all| 


Men would 
willingly 
aſe God 
and them- . 
ſelves too. 
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Apparent from 
the Heathens. 
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men hoy to heal theſe wounds and 
gaſhes in the conſcience, and how 
pacifie the wrath of God, andwbtaig 
reconciliation with him, Yet ſuch; 
love they have to their old traiterok 
practiſes which they are loth toleavez 
that they would willingly* find a w y 
ro pleaſe God, and to pleale- thems 
ſelves both together. They will ſpas 
no coſt to be at peace with God, 10 
ic may not coſt them the life of rheit 
fins, and they may ſtill be at peace 
with them. This is tos manifeſt in 


| the ſtory of Heathens, Fews, and 


Chriſtians. 2a; 

The Heatbens knowing that thi 
had offended their Gods, but haying 
no mind to be perfe& friends with 
them , invented all the wayes t 7 
could think of to get their good will 
and obrain a grant of them to fin a 
not be puniſhed, a licenſe to follo 
their own deſires without any diſtat; 


| bance. This was the original of th 


multitude of Gods, of. uncouth ce F 
monies, horrjd myſteries, Panickte 
rors and affrightments: tor they ſtoge 
in a terrible dread that the: Goes. 
rende 
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ded ſome miſchief ro them which 
yy knew they deſerved. The Arhe- 
is { far example) worſhipped ma- 
| cor who they thought-mighe do 
m either good or harm: 'and leaſt 
tte ſhould- be any that they per- 
med no devotion unto, and there- 
} might owe ' them a ſpite; they 
de an Altar to an #nknown God, Oc 
ne e may gather from Diogenes Lacr- 
| there being 'a great mortality 
them, and | they obraining no 
bby all cheir prayers and ſacrifices 
he Gods of their own countrey, they 
wined, that it came from ſome un- 
own hand, and ſo worſhipped tha: 
Fc whoſoever he was, that he might 
feconciled to them, 
Muſt ſuch likewiſe was the hamour 
F the Fews,though better rauphe by 
W.' They could contenredly beſtow 
ything upon him, ſo that they might 
t have their own wills; And when 


Rirfacrifices were coſtly and expen- | 


they hoped God would be well 

d , and account himſelf no 

ler fr by their fins which bronghe oo 
lo many fas ſervices. And it etic 
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would 'not ee 
cher then he ſhould hor be ſavisf 
and rather then their fins ſhoul, dh 
ſacrificed, they would offer rheie I 
children pato him. They ask bj 
' he would have their f/f Js (as 1 it 
the manner of ſome hearhens £0: 
fice men and women upon their; 
ears to their Gods) Ihe defired,} 
fatteſt. and faireſt child-in the fige 
ſhould be made an -oblation to hu 
or if he wotld have all their effat 
evaporated in-ſacrifices z all-| 
' riches ſmoak in his holy fires. = 
| theart of the ſuperſtitions man to f ſ 
ter God and fawn upon him to 
him ( as it were) with a: "rick'a | 
gaudy worſhip at ſome ſeaſons, chick f 
may have liberty ar-other rimes/J 
| to worſhip him nor ſerve himasR 
onght, And this being a timerous 
| pofition of ſoul , it makes che ' 
| very ſcrupulous how to pleaſe:Gothb L 
' very laviſh in his expences, ont of f 
that he will otherwiſe be very't! rot | 
 bleſome to him if he be not. pleaſed 
| An4 from L T here is ſtill the ſame diſeateinW 
| Chriſtians. | ſoul of moſt that are called Chriftia 
| | 


re ctr 


oY 


ECETTTA0E MNTRE: 


mliry know char they baye finned,, 
ans: God 1s very angry 3. 


pd they | 

tawor chacke.is very apy og 
maar em 4n PIECES: ENATNE 15 2 
Fming fre, & can deyou; them i 

ML megc's; And this fear makes them 
$þ 20d weep, knock their breaſts, 
Wake amonrnfpll.noiſe ; faſt and 
ay» .ryn from Church to Chutch, to 
x him ſacrifice : hear Gods word 
Yjead i, or a6 any geher ging 
wonly dozhe will of Gad according 
what they hear and read to be 
er. duty. 'For they do nat;ſee any 
ch goodneſs (in. God har ſhould 
ract their love, and make delight 
Lis life, and accord with his will ; 
Whigchcy 5 only amazed At Ris gregr- 
+ Wideſc.and txemb!e to think. of che evil 
vmtne.can do them. They will give 
p (as it were ). the fruit of & 
they will pige and ſtarvMMeir 

vrps with faſting , if the doing that 
penance will ſatisfie for their turfer- 
wg and drynkenne(s , or for their 
eedy , ravenous , and devouring 
wetoulneſs. They. will ſpare no 


' 


owed breath, it their prayers may | 
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mens endea- 

vour to pleaſe 
him witho! IC 
1 ſerving 'S1IF 


fans, 
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but blow awdy the infe&tion"of tt 

oaths,” Iyes , corrupt” communicarit 

thar comes out of their -mouths//4 

he will have a drink offertve of 

very. ceats; they wilt not - Sxich if 

ſo bet thar they may,drown the't I 

of the oppreſſed,or waſh off the itin 

of cruefty and unmerdifulneſs. Th + 

will mourn and lament ; hey" w 

cry and fioul upcn their beds z” rh hey 

will figh and groan, they will wall 

heavily, and fadly ;' they will''f oy 

themſelves up from company ; the y 

will make large confeſſions of tt r 

offences'; I cannot cell whit itis thi 

they will nordo bur all is oo 1 

the Lord nat to be angry with 4 

for their rebellions : an " if ever't 1ey| 

commit the like agath, they pror : 
ke him as good an amends? 

co now, A teſolve to faſt 

moſh and bewail the fault ; ſork t 


We ; 


/ 
he ſhall not ſay, they did noching't ( a 
leaſe him, | 
And the reaſon of all this is, becauſe] 
men loye, their {ins well themſelves; | | 
and think that Go! can love theat al 
alſo if he will, and charhe need* 


I” 
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ſo offended and diftaſted'unleſs he 
faſe, They hope” therefore ' thar 
ey may imtreart him to be mare kind 
en to take away their: beloved-luſts 
Im cheirembraces , ſeeing it is nov 
Iyatwre but: only his imperious will 
6 they imagine ) that ſers bim fo. 
tinſt them! And! hence it is rhar 
&y carneſtly 'begg his pardon for 
ac hispaſt :-and for to incline him 
condeſcend to their deſires/ of nor 
ting angry With their ſins; Sep are; 
ing and ready alſo otherwile to: 
atifie him 3”! and to-give him ſome - 


ling that may pleaſe himas well as | 


Wei forlaking ot- chem. 'Andarlaſt | 
[long uſe and/practice they. grow to: 
{Wits conceir,thir they carinotimagine;| .. 
| hat God would have more then that; | 
ey \ (houlk+confeſs cheircfins and bes 
Worty for thier! And theyylive as if 
Wity could nor deviſe what ſhould be 
[Efore pleaſinp'to God , nor! what he 
Would require further of mortal crea- 
Wes: Whereas my text cells you 
Wtinly char it'is che cortuption: of 
[Weir wills rather then the weakneſs" 
[their underſtanding, chat makes* 
« | them 
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them [judge irhus. pervesſly;; For is 
is plain enough what'is acceptable gy 

to God, The. Lard hah. ſhowy this 
man what iogoed'; aud. whot elſe is.it 
bus to do juſtly? &c, Thou needef 
tiotask. 4 many queſtions, | ( as. thay 
do, wer. 6,7. ) as; if thou kneweſt War | 
what God would have, nox what zhay} 
ſhouldſt do to /him-mare' then ! al 
doſt, unleſs: thou ſhouldſt offer thy| 
childrenaohuv, ar dll abe. beaſts jo ghy| 


paſtures, &«.i'For a lictle inquiry 3 Fi 
acquaint thee that God is very'y ell 
pleaſed it thou wilt be juſt, meth 
and humble. ol 


1 The ſenſe of |. '' "That :feems to be. the. yery tr 

que wores | ſenſe. and: meaning of thoſe worgehil 
| pendance on foregoing,Wherewitha/l ſhall 1 comelt: | 
| *b< foregoing; | fore #he Lord, r&1C, Pt1u6,7.. For this 

| "chapter contains the felgading (of Gt d | 
with his. ipeople - 4n t :verle-gi\ 
which he. calls to the:Prophee -as.4 

| LMttormey 80 manage bisplea whichis|f 
_ in againſt ther, , Ang. .che. Pug! 
a in che:ſecond verſe calls for 1 
lence whiles-he pleads;in apen conn 
bs his -behalf. After which in-20 


3,4; 5-heopens the caſe, and ae J | 
ol 
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iow guilcy chey were even from thei 
gl hs confeſsion, that God had: never 
Lrenthem 2ny cauſe ro be weary of 
#\s-fervice; bur. rather char, he kad 
me them all'the good bar - they 

pald delire; , And he leads their me- 

wies back 4s far as <£gyp1,and the! 
fi derneſs, -where his anercies were 
wonderfull to them, bidding.them te- 

Whfc againſt him, and put.in their plea 

Bilbo, it chey hadany thing co ſayin 
ol is Rification, of their defection from 
V]Mbim. 

18 Now rand wer 16 7 the 
bl & vpher {ſeems to bring, in- the people 
*l rrupting.of him in this complaint 
*[Wigainſt chem z laying for themſelves 
#-\Mlig-a grumbling manger, What would 
is | Wlhes ewe w5; do ? what is. ie 'thi2t you | 
"| Rald have us. give-t0:God:? Dowe 
'|Sihor offer him: facrifices, and bow our | 

5 before bis dwelling place? What 


bl 
yl 


ould he have more thea. chis-?' What 
etcer -proviſion ſhall we make far 
am at his-houſe £ They ſpeak :like 


1 
a | 
| a that knew not how to pleaſe 
if God, and as if he was (ſuch. an .one 
PF\ahac no botly knew what would con- 


Jn tent 


y pr —— 


| 
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| tent him. Will he be pleaſed(fay rey 

| with a thoufand of rams? What, wot 

' he have all the ſheep /in our "fod 
driven to his Altars ? Would he h 

all the oyle inthe land tan in a ſtre 
to his houſe ? or would he have ouf 
| firft born children now ſacrificed, while < 
formerly we might exchange for ſoft 6 
thing elſe” Would he have themi'l 
kind now offered up'unto him 2"'o 
would he have all the fruit of ur bill 
dy, the blood of all our children'of 
= other ſprinkled before him” th 
expiate' for our fins 2 No,what neet 
all this Tanguape ( faith the Proptit 

| here i in my text) why, -do you make 
| your ſelyes'ſo ſtrange to wharl ſay ?] 
As though you' conld not tell with] if | 
our all cheſeaſperſions caſt'ypon God 
what he would have you to do? Net 
bath ſkewed chee-O' man; who tal} 
in this ſort, what is good; Andtell] 


| 


me what thou: thinkeſt 'in' thy own} 
conſcience it is that the 'Lord requirs | 
of thee. ' Is it any thing'elſe but to] 
do juſtly j to love mercy, and walt| 
humbly with God ? Their filence and} 
not anſwering to the Queſtion argu&|} 


chat} 
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hat- it 15 unanſyerable  - and there- | 
xe, the Prophet goes on ia the reſt 
the chapter without any interrup- 
pn from them,to lay open'their ſigs 
jd puniſhmenes. It is not (ſuch a 
ticult matter: to pleaſe-God as men 

xe it z they know well enough 
bat 1t 15 that he requires, if they 
yeany mind.todo it -- and It is no 
ch ſtrange thing that they ſhould 


VL 


yonder he. requires it at their 
nds. | 
7 {Inthe words you may obſerve theſe 
18+ things. | 

| 1, That there is ſome duty to be-paid | Six obſerva- 


IWGod by every one of ws. + on v 


1-2. That it is eaſe to know #bt5.auty. 
3. That God exaits of man wothing 
# bs duty which is unequal or unjuſs, 
therefore it s eaſie alſo todoit. 

+4. That 4 mans own conſeience will be | 
Wineſs againſt him if he do nat perform 
Ws duty wbich God requires. 

5+ i ary and humble deport- 
Went before God are the ſumm of it, | 
iy 6. Theſe things were alwayes more v4- 


ea by God ther: ſacrifices, and other the | 


x 


© | coſtly ſervices, | 
Fil | All | 
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TheFpitawe of MTA DYE 
All wn he plainly before you 
eyes, ts! ſoon diſcern in 
rext: or t wil all manifeſtly ay 4 
ro him that will ſeriouſly artend th 
following confiderations which I w 
offer to his thoughts ape every's 


of them. 


eat 


: ot 
{ ; Z 


TOR the: truth of che firſt, Thi 
The proof of there is ſomething owing by every ol 
the firſt, from of ws unto God, 1 need not ſeare ol 
four N83. | the divine writings to make our Golf 
title to mans duty 4 here are evidewces 
enough for it within the "If , 
the Text, 
| Firſthe is obr Lord [ What dof 
L284 os! 2000 Lord require of thee * ] and: 
Lord. | by a title Paramonnt to all others." 
gave” aS'our being 3 and it is one 
the-Regalia of the crown of heave 
j that all che S»6jef#s of thar kt >dom 
are perfe@ creatures. We are all 
 vaſlals, and can no more be abſolys 

' from fealtyand homage 'to him, then 
| we can ceaſe to be when we are. Al 
the tennres, you know, among us 
were held by ſome ſervices : : and ei 


of pure Villenage made 4 man moſt's 
che 


_- 
A— — ———— _ - — — 


Þ will ofthe Lord : now ſach is that 
ich we owe r& God, but friore pure 
s ablolows thew ny other can pol- 
7 be: '' Fot' our 'perforis are tyed 
{ bourid to him; ad not only our 
ices ;"and we are ior" bound by 
0; vr own conſent only , but we are 
avi nets, both his ſervatits 5 yea 
4 Wore ther fo, we are Srvi rears ( 2 
«We: peculiar to him ) created ſervants, 
6 0we their whole ſelves to him. 
To deny! thierefore-all obedience 
to Godzis' 16 fay,we 41% our own, who 
LORD" wot w ? It is/the higheſt 
ce of pride and inſolency, an unps- 
eld rebellion againſt our natural, 
weraigh 5 & crime nevet to be pat- 
med- bur} ' by his infinite clemency; | 
Wed our ea feizned ſubjeRion to a, 
vis 10ng ae" live. 
n 2. Weare en [| he hath hewed: oe 
te O Maj what is good 7} andas we | 
E reaſonable creatures (1)We are in» 
wed with more exceltenr powers of 
ing God then other creatures - 
tare tyed to him in the moſtnoble | 
rvices, and fitted for the moſt ho- 
butbl employments.' ' (2) Afd, 
| being|| 
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|ences give us the lye, if we ſay thas 


The: Epitome of mans Duty Wa... ” 
being reaſonable creatures, we likes 
wile bave aſenſe 2bove all othe $ of 
our obligations to the ſupream Loy 
of the world z and our, >wn conlgy 


we are free-to.do-what we will, 


| know very well that when we tagk 
{a being from him, we took an oath q 
| faith and ſervice to him, There is 3g«lf 


eysnuutr 0 Tvig AQ uoig Yeri@s. as. an He f 
then himſelf /could fay y: an- oath inch 
{enced and conſubſtantiated with m 
kind, an.g4th of allegiance. include 
in our very; being ; a Sacrament whis 
we took toGod in oug mothers wow 
when we had firſt leave-. co becomi 
men. Our very reaſon and conlcieng 
is that -inay#ttiz ay4ure,; (10 Arridh 


- | Phraſe) that promiſe and engagem a 


whereby we ſwear to ,, God- befor 
we can ſpeak, as ſoon as 8 ſouls 
breathed into us. He that breal 
this ſacred , oath or promiſe, dot 
unman himſelf as much as he cal 
and becomes unreaſonable. 
( 3. ) as reaſonable likewiſe, a mal 


[can ſoun tell himſelf, thar fince 


requires (ervice of perſons and chun 
e 


<< oS. - % vo os. cul _ 
- 


Ry FORE 7a) mans. 's Duty. 


0 EEE TEN. 1s mu more bound in in 
Fyice tO the Po Hig who is the 

earor of us al all: > 
;, God requires ſomething. of us, 
iN he would,ne' & ds; "it was not 
$ dae:He is not ſounja/t as to make 
mands where he hath, no righe : 
Ir {0 ,»cedy as. to beg tra, which, is 
Ine of his of; nor ſo #vkind as to 
low, us Wit RT arreſts "it 
ere his neighbours only, and not | 
pap and debtors: 0 u8- 
fas to Do pjlgegin officers By os | 
ith nothing ro, receive. | 

EE are the. words of. the.,, 


/ Ji4J ct z of 


God to men; now why: 
{tis meſſengers ang Minilies 
Fabon .MEN "io earneſtly, buj 


411% 


re are ſome.le ices incum 
1 Dons EY BR 
fo hat 
here, os i - 
hi fora, Ge, , = 
| Of ont by Nb 
: Y i ta My FORTE n Yold oF 
” It. Fay on be in vain to- make! 
" T6ud eryes to men ,. if God 
eed nothing , but that men 


? A 
VS --- - ſhould | 


3. God makes 


demands, 
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|ſhould- | pleaſe themſelyes, and dot 
{him'as they. thoughr good, And; 
#15 too late to ask quo jure, by. w 
' [right God requires out obedience 
F have-already mentioned a title ; 
| comprehends all in it. | 
4. The worſt 4. The worſt of men confels | 
of men confeſs | right. They that. will not love Hil 
his right. | will Aatrer him chey that will 
give him' all, will vive him ſome :'; f 
they that bave been. negligent, {6 ; 
to make him tistaon. Lhe OY J 
whom: the Prophet here 1] | 
woule not do all his will,yer offert 
large 'ſurnms co buy off che pukgi 
ment for their faults; As rhey whio/4 
| bount by: their renures, ro perl | 
ſervice'iti the wars, would many i 
Tatherſend their ſervantin their'ſte 
ſo would'thefe'men gladly givey yl 
contentby ſacrificing'of their by 
when' they” had no mind to of fer 
themſelyes. And all the wayes 

by che"poor heathen” ſtudy, | to" 
| is reparation for their wro 
and tone” him to 'them , Wb, : 
confeſſions of this trurh, that we 0 
| ſomertung r ro him, 4 


Gl 


A. >. at. co 


J 
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In a matterſoclear, I will not hold 


ES 


| candle to the Sun, but Firſt I ſhall. 


cher wonder that there ſhould be 
ny ſuch perſons in the world that 
e like bruites ; as if God required 


gothing of them, but had made them 


Fill” their bellies, and rheir, purſes, 

d had given them leave. not to be 
yen. Sons of Bel/al they are ( as the 
tient Scripture calls .chem ) men 
der no yoke or government, unleſs ic 
be che tyranny of their own luſts and 
aſions, which domineer over them, 
len that hate inſtruion, and: ſcorn 
eproof,as if we did them wrong when | 
 tell-them God requires that the) 
kould be betcer,- Men thar lift up.the 
woſe, like the, wild 4ſs in the wilderneſs 
yt ich ſnuffs up che wind ather plea- 
re , and ſay, who, ſhall .command 
hem * I wiſh there were. no. ſuch 
Monſters i in.the world, thax, ſhake off, 
he. goyernment of God, and lay. of 
Chriſt, this man [hall not reign over #6: 


x: take itill ro be rouched in the] 


mder intereſt of their. figs : thar 


wnk(ir is plajn)neither God nor man 


car require more of them then they 
mill give them. Bb2 Take! 


4 


| | 


17 | 
Application, | 
againſt the 
profeſſedly 
prophane. 


—— - . pages - ” © dh. 
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| Take httd that all this be not Eras 
[54 Four tives, if adt"inthe temper of 

© | yout \pitirs. Remember ſeriof 
| this fundamencall cruth which youalt 
| kndWv well enough altteady; 7hf 
| 4ol are Tot af liberty : that there's 
| ſome : indifþertſible' duties he upd 
| you: 'tliar you ate tyed'r0 God in'e 
| moſt acted bonds *-3nd that* ir & 
| = bot om cafe t6/fee thetir1 


And aoaint aſttatees ſkcendly; Fthis ' true, 16 
pretended rhe Libertines Of this 'A gc Ink 4 | 
cm 77, \ho'thittk that All duty Triells' 


bafcheh; add Terviride ( for by thi 


"1 


[6 e ey" have learne ro call 'all Ol 
Tetvice$)* and rhat Chriſt ame rot 
Us Fro” obeditnte TH" God hind 
"Atid Its 94k to rhe bald: for if 3k 

maſt ped nbchitis from them, tie 
whar $relttinpiion' is fe For bs WO 
tnortals  vrognetha he they mitt 


fark of PAGhfal, any thins elſe to Ul 
And theivfore you "ri obey it 
{it the e-fitns chic tn vega | 
[thi Af&te' Wis tl ©Mlipation'M 
| Up0dXheta"df Ghry-16/Gdde; whept 
|[{gali afar. that: 41 their Lal I 


74s Epitome of mars Dyty. 
ds allo were uſurpers,and thar they 
<6 20 rights but wha the corryption. 
"Fs ancient times bad given them, 
i Bis Chi did not make us the leſs 
Wen, by making us to become Chri- 
os. He bath inhis ticle the name 
(our Lord, Duty and true grace are 
no ſuch difference as filly people 
eine. Our obligations are not 
miniſhed , but our ſtrength and 
wer is increaſed ; the (eryice is not 
ered, bur love mixt with juf:ce 
kes it more caſte. Wearenotdil- 
arged from our work, but onrte-, 
d is ſwelled to an unmeaſurable: 
proportion £0 it, 
Bur I paſs by this, becauſe I hope. 
re are none that hear me, who (et; 
xdand Chriſt at odds , and rob him; 
hs { his Creature under a PIetence of 
akiog him a Chriftian. 


_— mm. 


WilT HE /econd truth, viz. That it i eafie | The (con 
ns for men to know their dgty,is clear |ovic v 
vtwo paſſages in the text, 1, The!" 
ora harh ſh:wed it to them, He hath, 
monſtrated ir,8 made it very plain: 
] D 3 (0| 


- ee. 
. 
i 
« +4 


| 
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" | ſorhat if 4 Lawdo not bind till it bel 
promulgated, that injures nor Gods} 
title at all ; for he hath ſhewn and pro-| 
claimed his mind. ' 2. It is fo bows! | 
that men cannot but ſee it and take 
notice of it, as the manner of words 
by way of Queſtion doth clearly inti-| 
mate What deth the Lord require of tht 
| As if he ſhould have ſaid ; , thou know: 
eſt very well, Ineed not cell it chee, 
It is ſufficient only to put thee in mind: 
of what thou art well acquainted 
with,even to do juſtly to love mercy,Gt. | 
And indeed it is o plain, that God} 
ſhews it more wayes then one. | 'F 
| God thews| IT» He ſbews it in our ow conſc-| 


, 180 
man his duty | ences by the light of reafon, Thatl 


by his Conſci- th Queſtion ſuppoſes, and the Apo 


ENnCe. 


that which may be known of God is mant* 


| 


tothem. Rom.2.15. Which  ſhew ene Ie 
| work of the Law written in thelt 

| hearts, their conſciences alſo beating} 
| witneſs, &«.( 1) Mans ſoul doth not 


ſtle expreſly ſaich, Rom, 1.19, Becal jel | 


| come out of Gods' hand like aſhectolf il 


white paper,in which there is nothing 
' writ, or printed bur it is as a book ith 


—_ 


feſt in thems, for God bath ſhewed it wth] y 


T1 
; 
| preſſe | 
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| refſed wich many ſacred lecters - and 
vine charagers. And LS ) this 
ook is not - ſhuc and claſpr., bur ir 
lands open to every ones xa Nor 
3) is Gods mind writ in ſome. cor- 
per of the book, and wrapt, up in 
7s of darkneſs, bur it ſhews ic ſelf, 
nd the letters are ſo great, that chey 
Il be read; Nor ( 4 Is the ſence 
| chis writing bard to be underſtood, 
ur we call them Common xotibns, firſt 
rinciples which muſt be eafte, and 
terſpiceous at. the firſt Gight,, Nor 
5) need we go to the learned for 
i ir Comments upon them 4 or as 
ſertullian (peaks, we need not ap- 
-|ipeal co a (oul that hath been formed in 
WI i e Schools, bred in a Library,and fed | 
| [ ith Academical notions , bur ſimplex | ITN 
18G 19d, impolita, of idiotica, illa pſa Wy 
de compito,detrivio,de textrins, the moſt | 


5. AQ - OO (Þ_ 


= 4 -— 
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a. 


d 
al | 


ample and rude, the moſt impoliſhed 
"Fad illicerate ſoul , the verieſt high- 
I8iway ſoul; the foul char is bred in the | 
{$ibop or in the ſtreet, will ceſtifie tO | 
| {the e things, as well as that which is | 
a{proughr up in a Study , or learned 
j* ements. Nor ( 6) 1s this book 
MW b 4 ſo 


rfiproue of W407 Days, | J ; 


| 


4 


| 


| 


{berty to expunge or alter. For they|þ 


| ſo Hlorte by « our "Fall into, 1 the " 


e:rharthic great liries' of our th yp 
Vee RGhd 1 ible;”” Toft as we'lte 


the S' Fin'2'< oud cal 'forth a Tor. 


whete 7 we difcern in whit :p4! fl 
ch heavens it is}; be 'a$ pea io 
ſhine though it lie on $9o hi 
will theſe” golden letters Thine' Find 
ſter mmiens fouls, in an heap of 11 b-] | 
biſh: an his light will break ford 
through a veil of darkneſs. A | | 
(7) where there are any /acune, any} 
aps or breaches in a particularly ſol ol 
Bo comparing all che: Coppies,and con? 
ſulting with one anothers reaſons, we 
ſhould foon find the trye ſenſe. Ye 4 
(8) more then this, it is not in che} 
power of atiy of you roraze out th 
charaQters. They are nor at your li- 


by 
AIRES”; 


a» 


ren as born: we did not put thei in-} 


are not ſo much ſcripteas nate, writs | 
to us, but we find them in us. Though} 


| mighe here cry out as Tertullian in | 
another caſe , 0 anima naturalits 0, 
Chriſtiana ! O ſoul, who naturally 4t4Þ 
Chriſtian! yer ler us look further and; q 0; 
confider, * 1 


2. That" ' 


T1 7he Epitome of mans Duty. 
1 3, Thar inthe Bible Sk ems our | Byhis word 
wty n more cleatly by oe it of Jap in the Scrip- 
elation. ' Here we —_ | 
b"exaRtly gn 
'J what 'man is - chat Ke: uſt be 
ind that doth nor ſee that it is Gods 
ic Ng and that n mans oboe is due 
The ver ſtile” wherein it 
Bikes: is, Thus ſaith the Lord, a form 
W ech not f be found in other 
| he The contents of it abour our 
\ Wry are ſo clear and plain, that we 
ay ſay with Solomon, Prov. 6. 23. 
KINN lex eft lux, the Law is light. 
Fas itis ſaid im the viſign of Habak- 
, jt, which God bid him write and 
ake plain upon tables, ( chap. 2. 2 )' 
E that runs ma y read i it, And again 
tieſe plain things are ſo agreeable x0 
he connate princi les of our mind, 
Id the natur | {cafe that we have of 
Podneſs, that he hath put his laws in- 
Wowr hearts ; and we need not (ay one to 
Wether ( as if it was a ſtrange thing ) 
w the Lord, for 4ll of us may know | 
"4% the greateſt to the leaſt, In 
> fs word is compared to a glaſs 


ich ſhews unto us all our own de- 
formities, 
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formities, and repreſents untous like: | 
wife the face and image of God,} 
whereby we ſhould dreſs and compale| 
our ſelves to be beloved of him. 
3. He ſhews us our duty by his Mi: 
niſters in the light of preaching. Cry] 
aloud, ſpare wot, lift up thy voice Jike a 
trumpet, and ſhew my people their tranſ-] | 
greſ«tons, lia, 58. 1, Wilt thou judget| 
the bloody City? yet thou ſhalt ſhew her all 
her abominations, Ezek. 22. 2. If there 
be any thing in this book, that is not] 
ſo plain and clear : God hath ſer them 
ro expound and unfold ic, If anyl 
thing be dark,they are to manifeſt ite 
They open to men Gods word, andf 
let them into the inwards and ſecrets] 
of it, And by manifeſtation of the] 
truth, they commend themſelves to] 
every conſcience of man in the ſight) 
of God,as the Apoſtle ſaith, 2 Cor-4-2.1l 
ie, men know in their conſciences rnatliſl 
what we ſay in theſe matters, 1s ell 
very. truth of God. i: 
4+ The works of God in the wort 
abundantly ſhewit by the light of prozilſh 
vidence. Thoſe exemplary puniſbmentsf 
I mean upon notorious al . 
; which 


ng 
q $ 
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{ | 
a. 
| | we. 


by 
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be | which ſpeak the finger of God ; and 


5 rewards to the righteous, which 
ve many times no lefs of God in 
hem. By theſe God vindicates his au- 
hority, and ſhews that he is the ſu- 


ream Governour; and that theſe are 


21s Laws from which we ought by no 


F* 
: 


' 
| 


1) 
Ys 


: 
Fx 
: 


pp 
} 
” 


peans as we love our ſelves to ſwerve, 


rtir a foot. And fo God ſaith, the 
Febedeeſs of Judah was diſcovered, 


t, 16, 57. when he puniſhed her 


dr her iniquity : It had often before 
diſcovered by the preaching of 


ke Prophets , but when that would 


prevail, he laid-itopenin a more 
adfull 'manner by the voice of his 
deements, which bid all men _ 


ol ſheir duty better, 


© 5. All che people and Church of 5 


il bod do ſhew it in the light of their 


Ives. Their light ſhines before mea z 
ſhew forth the praiſes or the ver- 
of him that hath called them out 

«darkneſs into his marvelous light. 

Men cannot bur ſee- that there are 


any inthe world, that ran not with 


tem into the ſame excel; of rior, that 
pay continually , that make a conſci- 
ence 


. By the 
Chucch, 


+ aq 5-16, 
x Per. 2. 9. 
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ence of, cyety, word they ſpeak , thak 
are. full of. loye and pitty $ that ary 
ready to do, good ; of a peaceable and 
meek diſpoſition, and ready to fe 
give, &rc.' Thele ſhew to, men what ig 
good, and they have them continually 
before their eyes, It. is well if it be nog 
ſo plain, that they become an eye-ſorg 
| to them : if, they dg not ſhine ſo bright] 
in contradiction to their lives. thaghi 
they are offended at ir. The Church} 
of God is called the pillar and groung 
of ruth, 1 7i.3. 15. becauſe ir dot 
hold forth the truth co men - and ſupy 
port it in the world,even as a pillat 
doth a proclamation which 1s if ed] 
coir , ſo that all that paſs by may read] 
it, And this it doth not only by} 
preaching and outward profeſſion, but]; 
by the fincere praftice of a multirudel 
of profeſſors. So that it is as calle for| 
; men to know their duty, as to know 
what a, Kings proclamation is, en 


|is not. only crycd ,, bur likewile| 


- 

» 

\ 
+ 
1 o 


| poſted up in the marker-place,thats 
| May, read. itÞ "lf 

Let us not then be ſo 4y/f 25 ff 
| think on the pne and to,plead 14u%\k 
| rance. 
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ce; or weuk neſs of parts, or Veſuffici- 
"ry of /i7b1 in'excuſe; for LN of 
Ir dity : or ſo wild, as on the. other], 
Ind to turn Seekers in? Religion as'| then plead 
ugh no body -could yet find hi; Jenorance, we 
iy to heaven; The: Lord bath; Seekers, © 
ved thee Oman; what thou' haſt ro 
> and therefore thon ſhalr nor be 
"We to pretend; that thou. wanredſt 
tineans 'of 'knowledge,vand hadft 
"Ws body to-informthee in thy duty!: 
[an be hattv ſhaw ir ſo long ago;thar 
& world canaort be at chis'day to 
tk how tg pleaſe God, as it no bo: 
! could relt-yhat this mind was; To 
by rhe formet ; let ir bercotnfider-: 
concerning the: latter, rhar chey, 
KR (hrewdly to be ſuſpeted ro believe. 
dGod or: elſe not to 'know what 
ey mean bythe name , who-are' to 
ek: whar Religion ro be of; For no 
W® can be irationally perfwaded of 
W be of 'a'God , 'ahU nor- be per- 
aded: thar-fe 'governs! che world: 
Wd-if he govern the worldyir muſt 
by Laws, 'And if chbſe Laws art 
Kcertdin , 7vhey are nd:becter then,| 
ae,” And/it they be made for all 
4 his. 
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his ſubjeQs, chey muſt be plain, be. 
cauſe many of them underſtand by 
[ little, S 
dt is an eaſie thing to find wt 
Gods will is, if we be but impreſle 
| with ſuch a ſenſe of our dependang 
on him as begets that reverence ani 
fear of him, and that love and affed 
on to him, which eafily and naturally 
flows from the ſenſe of our depets 
dance. Gods mind is laid beforeug 
we need only open our eyes and look 
no further. The way isplain, though 
it be narrow; the gate is open, thougi 
it be ſtrair. You may eaſier find by 
way then walk in it, you may ſoonet 

| ſee the gate then enter. in art it. Iris 
]ro be feared that they who ſeek'$ 
ſome new way, find this roo ſtrait and 
narrow which they have been in ; and 
they would have a greater liberty-W@ 
chemſelyes, then formerly. their coll 
ſciences durſt let them take, And thay 
the Devil: may ſoon ſhew them men 
way wherein they ſhould walk, a8 
by a new light diſcover to them/tlf 
|paths of darkneſs. | But I darelap 
it any man have a mind to live godly 


The Epitome of mans Duty. | 2 
d deny himſelf,co walk humbly,wich | 
s God, he need not goro ſeek any 
Either then this book. There he 
ay behold ſo much to be praiſed, 
k; It if he will ſeek no further till he 
ath done that, I may. warrant him 
tom being of the number .of an 
ther ſeekers then thoſe that ſeek the 
0rd continually that they may walk in 
1 his commandments - blameleſs. 
They are exceeding broad, they are 
d have an, influence into.the whole 
fe - ſo thatif the doing of thoſe be 
ur <d, we. need ſeek for no more, 


Wor hey will bold us at work all our 
wy 2y ES, 


3:1 


s 4 
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THE: third obſervation is, That The third 


| obſervation 
Gods demands are not unequall, OT | proved. 


bat he doth; not exaQt of us any il... 
z chat is hard and rigorous, They | © 
le not Dracy's Laws, cruell and bY: | 
Banicall;nor the beary yoke of Moſes, | 
i FOO, and;painfull ;;bur the gra-| 
f $ of Jeſus Chriſt, the 
7 | aws 428, Wn NICied by when | 
le was in the fleſh- Cofin Eroman -Il 
c y L 1016 
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i —_— | 
(ahbe chikYte ind Heaven. Tot thing 
> #4 ter Iike\iſe ſpeak this, beſd 
at _ $\nalnly intended. 


1 ft the Prophet Ya it Good why 
he br {hews rd us. He requl 7 
[noting thar- is for 6 # hatin or ( 
[ceall dand3fe, or. Which 4'man the 
_ Ihe" was left bo [E-TY Gi ik 
gftly inderitdnd. Aid fecondlyy 

quelt ikewile [þ eiks'it, wiu | 

e Lbrd regaiye þ thee: ? As 

thould- wn Rid; what's: rea at, maxi i 
'['foth ht I8ok' for # Woot. canſt 
hes t Jo it? IS_ig any "© 
ftran MITT fi? gy was $ neyft 
before heard of « Did thy mitidn 
| ver _givechee notice of it f- 'Is it ſox ! 
-... .-. | monſtrous _ that the mind of mani 
os ro ould fever & ncelVe it; ib hy off 
 [R,? Kg" LODI 
r. Godexats |, 7 I Kr 2 - 30 __ {pi 
nor things ? pgs 
impoſlible, A * app Ri eſts gan 

«1, He dg (bid TE. 

childten to hi Fe tt” Per 


have n6r/ | 
'theth Hen Rt 
U wt to mics ti ps tl 
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le. He e doth nc not exaRtof men (as 


he Prophet before ſaid ) « thouſand | 


wers of oy!, which a whole Town or 
Eouncrey cannot afford: But as Moſes 
lith, The commandment is not hid from 
bee neither # afar off : 1t ts 'not in 
luven that thou ouldſf [9, who 


ull go up to heaven, and bring it 19 us, 

we may hear it and doit ? Neither 
lie, beyond the (ea, that thou ſhouldſt 

ole ſhall 20 over the ſeafor us and 
ing it unto us that we may hear it and 
bit? Butthe word is wery nigh unto 
e; 11 thy mouth, and in thy beart that 


» maift doit, Deut. 30.11,12,13,14, 
t doth not bid us all be Schollars, 
d underſtand all the books of na- 
ire: He bids us not to climb up to. 
peen, and follow the chariot. of the 
| and track the paths wherein che 
0 bon walks, and number all the hea- 
Aly bodies, things which all mens, 
Its and employ ments will not reach: 
the ſaith x kinly, do juftly love mer- 


walk humbly with God ; things with-| 


us, which we know well enough he | 
Quires of 'ns. * And ſecondly, you: 


4 - 


ky obſerve that-he ſaith ,W hat doth |. 
C6 the} . 
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Nor things 
unreaſonable. 
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the Lord require of thee O man * HR 
doth not bid. us make other men < 
juſtly, and love mercy, &'c. He do th 
not command us to.quell other meg 

paſſions, but our own ,, nor .goyety 
other mens defires and ſults, but thoſe 
chat are inour ſelves. He exacts ngþ 
of us their Cuties, whether it be af 

our children or ſervants, or any ſug 


'impolſible cask, but our own duty tq en 
ward God and het. When we hays 


done what we can to make themn 


derſtand and do their duty, then faith 
the Scripture, God will not requite 
their blood ac our hand : But the ol 
chat finnerh, that ſhall die, and. even 


ſoul (hall bear its own iniquity. 

2. Herequires nothing worcaſondl 
for he ſpeaks to us here in the Textas 
men. He bids us only Jove a greatss 


good more then a leſs; a better thing 


more then a worle ; God more thet , 
the world ; the ſoul more then the bor] 
dy, To, do. ro others , as we would: 
they ſhould dotous ; * provide for 
long life more then a ſhort, to layyj 
reaſure where none Can, take it, away 
e neyet bids us Pray, uolels we bein 


& 
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need $ nor give thanks, but when we 
have received a bleffing. Do but ſhow 
jar you are not in perpetual want,and 
will not ask you to pray without 
Tesſing; Do but make it good that you 
Meceive not innumerable bleſſings eve- 
day , and he will not require you 
give ſolemn and hearty thanks, 

Do bur ſhew that it-is better to be 
junk chen to be ſober , and you may | 

ke your fill ; that a mancan write 
etter then God, and then you need 

be read his Word ; that all time is 
bur own, and then you may fit at 

pme, or recreate your ſelves on the 
ords day. And ſo you may ſay of 

wery other duty z not one of them is 
areaſonable to be expected from us 

x he commends the beſt things to 

$, and prefers a good to us before 
evil; or a greater. good before a 

£2. Nothing that is #nnataral. 1 do| "OY 
AFtmean co corrupt natures for ſo the | wnnxwucal, 
- WWlt reaſonable thing chat is may ſeem 
neural ; as to provide for our pa- 
2A; trokeepour word when its to 
um damage , &c. But to nature as 
—._ Cc 2 God] 


—. ll6._ 
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God made it, and to renewed nature Jl 
God requires nothing that is contrary, 
It cannot be unnatural to truſt God 
more then our riches ; to live by fait 
in God z to depend upon his promiſes 
yea to leave all for his ſake ; and wil 
truſt him with our lives, as well as our 
fortunes; to truſt him till anotheo 

| world, as well as in this, That whids 
ſeems the hardeſt ching in Religion,'is 

-| to lay down our lives if God call forli, 
them : to forlake every thing , rather 
then break the leaſt of his Command 
ments; and yet there is nothing uni 
natural in-it, but it is according rorhelſ 
right conſtitution and nature of outhi 
| fouls, to let him diſpoſe of our lives 

' and goods, who gave them to us z 0 
[rraſt him with them, and wich our 
| ſelves. Iris not unnatural to give ourlſ 
lives ro the God of Life ; eſpecially 

; fince he hath promiſed a bertcer life 
which makes it infinitely reaſonabley 
and ſo far from being unnatural, chatif 

is deſirable to do and ſuffer what 08 
pleaſes, A7:Ciz w3icw 73 Colergm Ths 10 | 
Nothing puts us {o much out of lk 
fear, as to ſtand in the fear of tu 
Laws: 


b 


OV 
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Ls. And nothing puts as in ſuch 
'»Sofſefſion of our ſelves, as to give our 
Wves to him. | | 
»Bar you muſt not think that when 
lay it is thus good, there is nothing | A cauticn. 
08 ic that is harſh and ſowre , for as the 
"Worſt things may be gratefal, ſo the 
Weſt chings may be unſavoury to a bad 
are. To the fleſh thele things will 
»\Wot ſeem g904 till it be ramed and ſab- 
wed, and then even the body will 
"Fink ic ſelf bertered by chem. Many 
*Wotts of poyſon are ſweet in the mouth; 
"8d many good medicines are as bit- 
ger. Many fins are pleaſurable in the 
"Wing, though they be rank poyſon, 
»*Witterneſs and gall when they are gone 
"own and ſwallowed into the conſci- 
* Face: And on the contrary , many 
= Wings are uneaſie and diſtaſtty], which 
"I Eterward yield the rareſt delights,and 
"We greaceſt benefits. We muſt not 
Wink chart our duty is ſuch, that we 
"Wall find -no labour, no reluRance in 
"* No, it is not {o caſte asg0 ear our 
Wat , or drink our drink ; but being 
pritual , ir will find reſiſtance from | 
* fleſh, and we muſt do ſome vio- | 
£ CE-3 lence | 


| 
4 


| A 


__ 


No man then 


{ ſhall dare to 


plead his want 
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lence to that at the firſt for our {gi 
good. And then when we are nſed 
co our duty, it will be as natural tous 
as to eat; and though to pur farth 
luch aRs of obedience may; not be {g 
eafte-as t0.g0 to a feaſt, yet in the ad] 
ing,they will be no leſs ſweet then ou 
meat and drink. a0] 
' And if God require no unequa 
thing , let- no man- think to plead bighl 
own #xability; to do Gods commands.!l 


——_— 


by Gods com- | Why ſhould God give usa charge,if #| 


mands. 
) 


| 


| 


[ 


OE 


were impoſſible ro be - kept 2 whatiiſ 
good. or wiſe maſter would requirelſh 
tasks thar-can never be:performed $18 


| And beſides, is it nor as poſliblera| 


forbear fin for Gods ſake , as outoblſh 
reverence toa perſon whom thou teattſi 
eſt « Canſt thou nog as zvell do-whatil 
God commands, as whgt a friend enzjiÞ 
joyns © Canſt thou not as well toll 
bear to be drunk, when.none but Godllh 
fees, as thou canſt when the Magi 
rate or Miniſter is in company. s Andlip 
if thou -cgaſt be ſober to days | tenli 
why not to morrow alſo 2. If tor #j 
week thoucanſt give thy. ſelf cored: 
ingand prayer; then why not for #ſ: 

moneth,j}}- 


— 


© 


— 
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lsfoneth, and ſo for a year, and ſofor 


il '» If aman-canabſtain'from much 
Alflit be able ro.do good through God 2: 
[elFletice for himſelf at the day of Judge- 


wer « If thou canſt be filent and 
þjd thy tongue , why canſt thou not 
from Oaths and evil language 
hen thou ſpeakeſt £ And for other 
ateers that are higher, if thou canſt 

Þ theſe lower even by an ordinary 
race, why canſt chou not do-them by: 
bs, power of Gods holy Spi- 


fil by himſelf, 'crhen why ſhould he 
Fhete is no man ſhall hays this pre- 


3Ement, that he was mablay to do what 
WEknhew ; for then it will appeat to all | 
(Work ers and himſelf-alſo, tharbe could ! 
live done morethen he did; | Godre-| 
ffed many things within hirnſelf ; 

d for the reſt, the Spirit -of God 
ir moved him'ro them, would have 
ted himin them. Yea, even now 

i appears to mens own con{ciences, 
be harl can have no ſuch excule ; 


br that! isthe fourth Obſervation. 


Cc 4 - That 


Tt... T he. Epitome of mans Daty. | 


— 


| — Me ———— —_— 


% 


he — — 
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The fourch | TT Hat :mens own conſciences will peak 
obſervation | ©" againſt them, if they do not what lf 
proved. * - | God requires... This is but a deduRtion 

from what hath been ſaid, and is plains 

ly alſo fappoſed in the text, For firfþ 

you- have ſeen thac men have a full| 
| knowledge of their duty, They need| 
' not be told it; but the Queſtion on-1i 
ly being askt, it is ſuppoſed they can 
readily make an Anſwer. Or being| 
named , -it need not be proved, theit} 
own hearts inſtantly. giving an aſlent.| 

And therefore ſecondly, they mulb[ i 
needs witneſs againſt themſelves : for 
as they know what they ought to doy| i 
fo they know when'-they do not4s| 
they ought, And they know withy 
out any information, ſo that if you dg: 
but ask the Queſtion, they are ſuffice; 
ently reproved of their negligence] 
And ſo thirdly, they will condemn! 
themſelves, for it is contrary to the} 
mind , to-approve of that which 16 
' knows it ought not to have done. AS|. 
| itis2 witneſs agginlſt it ſelf in matter|] 
; of 7a, foir will be a ?udge, and con-| 
[1 demni | 


- — — tr AT * — 


=. 
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+|Mdemn it ſelf; as. to matter of riebs, 
—|WAnd this is a grear deal more then the 
Devil can do againſt any man of. us. 
For though he may inform agd accuſe, 
yer he cannot ſentence. or condemn, 
And if a mans own conſcience was 

Ar , he need not fearall his'plaints, 
I[Wall the bills chat he is able to put in 
{[Faeainſt him, But the conſcience is not 
-|Moply Informer, and Accuſer, and Wits: 
| Fineſs , but Judge alſo, and it ſentences 
| F{zad condemns |us. And, chat firft of 
it Fall 5 unjuſt ro God; and ſecondly Galle 
[Wand cruel co our ſelves. For there was 
Fa.debt owing unto God,. and there- 
1 Bfore we were-.unjuſt.to..him in not 
| [paying of.ity and our own conicien- 
x5.told us of it, and therefore we 
were treacherous, falſe and barbarous 
unto our ſouls,jin violating{ their light, 
1 $/and ating contrary to, thoſe known 
principles thar are within:thew, They | 
1Wjll alwayes be telling us of_it, they 
I#3ll laſh us with everlaſting torments, 


Jand after they have, being their. own 
| BE {Fudges , they will turn, Executioners 
| Fjand Tortors likewiſe of themſelves. 
| 9 thar every wicked man is worſe then a 


39 
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rg FY 
*; 23 | 
F | 
© by 


but end: onr own fouls and roue 
chem up, and rhey will-become out 
| Foie 'tortrientors. 'As we ſer ow 

elves agabſt God,ſo will God (et our 
| ſelves againſt our ſ{elyes;- And as'we 
ate ready to impeach hint of hardnf 
and ſeverity; ſo ſhall we moſt miſs 
rabH indite 'our ſelves of etuelty attd 
hard-heartedneſs eo ottt Owl! ſouls; 
| And as 'we are apt ro count him'un- 


| neſs ; and'onr ſouls ſhall fall onrwith 
themſelves as they did” with hifi: 


| Such acotfafion doth fin take inthe] Nl 
wotld', 2nd in our ſelves: "Whenwe| I 
ceaſe to be friends with God, we ſhall] 


| 


never after be friends with our own 
| ſouls: Wher peace is/ broken with 
| heaven, 1 he worldis diſturbed, and 
| chere- is petce* with nothing, no 


4d | Th EpitoMicaf ant Daty. 
Dewil to himſelf , an® he” catries/ ball 
own{hell +bour with him,” af | 
"RE And'thereforeevery one of us had{fſ 
 acuns " | need take” heed how we render out| | 
| ext elves guiſe before God ; for he nedd|| 
CIENCE, 


 reaſonablen his deminds; ſoſhall We] 
| accuſe ou? ”felves - of unreaſonzbl| I 


þ 


with our-06wvfi minds: Therefore 45 ' 
we love our ſelves , er us endeavort| | 


co\N 


. 


_—_— 
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kB(fÞ.live In all good .conſcience-befare 
* God. Let us notdothelcaft evil, for 
43/to avoid the ſuffering of the, greateſt 
o&(Rav1l3 and let us not neglect ay good, 
abr che purchaſing: of che beſt good 
ihe. world affords. Take the hearhen 
” 
tr 
ur 
7 
{x 

6 
q 
| 
| 
q 
| 

| 
| 
| 


xans counſel , which: it is a ſhame 
hriſtians ſhould nat follow. : 


Ergo ord 
| | 

Choſe any. loſs , rather then-a diſhoneſt 
law; for that will trouble thee onie ; 
Ws tbe for ever, It cannot þe long be- 
re thou feeleſt that &rculram flaged- 
, that hidden whip, the - cords. of 
Wiwch-chou art- continually twiſting; 
lr-c0 laſh thy (elf; and though ic 
[Fourge thee wich a Gilent ſtroke. which 
I body hears, yetic will makethee 
 B&j/and roar inan eternal miſery. Then 
oy. that - wouldſt nor 4 \jwfly to 
[ibers, ſhair do: juſtice upor thy ſelf ; 
land thou that loyed'ſt not mercy, 
[Malt be able'to ſhew. none to thy felt 3 
$4 thou has. behaved, thy {eli 
Fpoudly and cantemptuguſly againſt 
Lat, ſhalt ſeamerhe vileſt Gn 
MI thy 


: 


Chilo abud 
Laert, 


Zi k> —_ 
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thy own-eyes , and not have ſo much 
comfort, 'as to.conceive a good @pinis 
on of thy ſelf. 

But that all this which hath been | 
thus briefly diſcourſed, may moe| 
fully-and' clearly manifeſt irs cruth{/i 
pals we tothe fifth obſervation, " | 
is mainly intended. 


— 


Hat the duties which God requires of 
——_— man, are,juftice, mercy, and humblt | 
walking before him, Theſe three are 
the things which 1 ſay are ſo plain, ſo 
good , ſo neceſſarily incumbent 'upon 
Us , chat our conſciences cannot deny 
cheir obligation, Theſe are the' Paw 
def#s that contain all the ' Laws whete- 
by we are t@ live ; or rather, they are 
the Breif , the Summary of all thoſe 
Laws. God hath at large delivered his 
mind; and ſhewn his will in the Bibles] 
but ſometimes he doth epitomize'ty| 
and contraQts the ſumme of our duty} 
intoa few commands, which are asit 
were the'quinteſſence and heart of the| 
whole. The Hebrew:Docors obſerve;] 


that there are in the Law of —_—_ } ; 
ix 


—— IR 
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handred and thirteen precepts. All 

e (ſay they ) David comprehends | 

186 the compals of eleven, Pſalm 15, | Our nty is - 

The Prophet 7/a/ah again brings them | qucedro a few þ 

xo 2 ſmaller compals , and reduces [hd in the 
Whem to x heads , which you may | cue. 


| | pLUrC, 
”, I . « . 
ad 1n ſa 33+ 13 In Micah chey ae V. Gemara 


nore compacted into three, naming |;, pu. 
his place which I am diſcourfing of. | cap. 3: 

In 1ſa;ah again they are brought to 
Wo, 1(a. 56. 1. Keep ye judgement,and 
þ juſtice (though our Saviour hath 
hetter epitomized them,7hos ſhalt love | 
the Lord thy God with all / beart , &C. 

f 


ad thy neighbour as thy ſelf ) And then | 
tmes the Prophet Amos, and he. 
hruſts all into one, Amos 5. 4, Seek ye | 
we, 4104 ye ſhall live, But the Prophet | 
fHabakuk comes after and does it bet-| 
er (according to fome of their opini- 
Ins ) ſaying, The juſt ſhall live by faith, 
J4. 2.4. which Iaft place is much | 
ited by the Apoſtle Saint Paul, and} 
you ſee what is the ſenſe of ſome of 
ge Hebrews concerning itz that 1t 15 | 
{ compendious gras of ſpeaking , | 
Fd includes in irs comprehenſion all 

Mar which God ſpeaks in other places. | | 
7 A Thus 


a > > SS. 


—_—— 


wwe, 
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_ Thus... much falſe Chriſtians might 
learn of their enemies, that faith 
not ſuch a lean and meagre thing ag 
chiey make it, but is full of obedience 
.']to aY, Gods will. And according tofff 
this, notion , I muſt look upon hi 
© | part of my Text, as expreſſing inal 

| [2 words ,' that which we muſt ſeek 
for ar large-in other parts of holy 
Writ, as repreſenting to us our whole 
duty toward God , and towards all 
men, yea 4nd rowards our ſelves alſq,| 
For the opening of which, three cg | 
may be_ expected: to. be diſtintly/i| 
bandled; 1, Whatit is to as juſtly, ili 
love mercy ,and to walk humbly with Cod. | 
2. That God requires theſe things of | 
us. 3. That they are Good, andit is 
no unkindnefs in God to exaR them. 
Bur for brevity ſake, I will doall theſe 
three together, and as I ſhew whasis| 
meant by. deizg juſtly, &c. ſub;oyn|f 
ſome arguments for thei being due -40\ 
God, andlikewiſe good:to us. 


- 
| - 
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"T0 4s juſtly. is to give every one 
q I that. which. is b's own.” And it 
pncains init all the duties of the ſc- 

{ Table, eſpecially of the. eighth 
lemmandinent. Sometimes juſtice or 
jphteouſneſs is taken /argely for all 
Wligion. Sometimes more frifZly for 
ur duty coward our neighbour, as to 
Watters of righe, . And ſometimes moſt 
jaly, for the duties of the eighth 

| DA yy to defraud no man, 

b wich- hold from none what we owe 
lem z nor rob. them , or take away 

| ror them that which they have in 
x (cir poſſeſſion. And here it may poſ- 
Wly be caken in the ſtricteſt aſe. ſo 
W! hat all. the reſt of thoſe Command- 
Feats muſt be included in the phraſe 
is |. walking bymbly with God. Bat if it 
al F extended to all of them, then by 
0] {Fftue of the fif/þ Commandment, ts 
vJefly, i is to give our parents due ho- 

"ur, whether they be natural, civil Or 
ritual. Andinreſpet of the ſixth, 


{s to preſerve the life of our geigh- 


Nr, and to have a care. that we in- 


45 
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Whar it is to 
do juſtly, 


18 jure 
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jure him not in his being. In reference 
to the ſevexth, itis ro preſerve. his juſt 
relations , and not to touch them , of 
| cauſe che violation of. their faith by 
bim, And in reference tothe eghtþ, if 
is to preferve his eſtate, and nf 
meddle with his goods. And the »ialf 
requites that we preſerve. his good 
name, and not detame him, nor doany 
prejudice to his credit, no more then} 
we would to his eſtate. And by vets| 
tue of the rexth, we are to modeti 


»t 
d. 


. 


our very deſires , ſo as not toenvy to] 
him that which is his ,. and lonpw 


have it in out poſſeſhon. And thus in | 
General I may give you ſome tt: 

| membratices of this part of out 

duty. 3 
I. That we muſt not with-hold from 
any man his due, if it bein our hands, 
Whether it be due by our Promiſe, of 
by his Laboxr , by his 3r»ſtrepoſedih 
us, or by our offence againſt him ; Iot 
we are bound in this laſt caſe ro make 
ſatisfaRion and reparation to him. . 


LIKES 


any other mans poſſeſſion, Neither by 


[ 


[0 


| 2. We muſtnor take from any manje 
that which. is his own, whether in his 


”_ 


\ 
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ir words, as through lying , falſe- 
rearing, &c- nor by our deeds ; as 
ealing, robbing, or any other 
By ES. | 
3. And we muſt not defire or coyet 
bat which is another mans, nor, look 
yich an evil or greedy eye upon any 
bing that he enjoys. For this is j#- 
ce in our ſouls, as the other two are 
pour outward aRions - and it is this 
le covetows and having diſpoſition , 
hich makes men that: they cannot 
Aﬀorbear ſuch violent ations: | 
1. Now how plain is all this tobe un- 
|| ſtood, and how meet is It to be | It a id | 
ne *. What injuſtice do you findin [7th F.. 
od , (for requiring. juſtice at your | 
bands © The very definition of this 
Kt, is to give to every one their due, 
gr letting men haye what is their own. 
and if 1t be. reaſonable in others to- 
yards you , then itis moſt reaſonably ; 
quired of you towards them. And' 
you may demand it from them, and 
ley from you, then much more may 
{860d demand ir of you all; The rela- 
e890n that is between us and others, re- 
ques ir of us ; and God made both, 
| D d chem 


— hk. i. JD 


ends th. 4 


The Epitome of mans Duly. 
|them and us, and thiofe relations , 
| therefore he may require" this of th <& 
|'0 914%, whoſoever thou'art, - He doth 
| bur bid thee do what any heathen $ i 
| tell chee 18 thy duty, if thou owne 
thy (elf to beaman, and intendeſth 
[live among/ men , and not to bed 
| ſtroyed 'as 4 beaſt of prey. Ariftlal 
of any Eawegiver, could not call f 
| leſs juſtice then God doth ; ; only Gal 
| requires it 41 words of oreater ford 
|to engage us to it, It is well obſervd 
{ D. $aun4c5/9;.| by a moſtlearned Divine of our owily 
S078, 24 That what Ariſtotle Calls titer a mary ] 
Pete 2-17: 1 2þ £#a3t 4 AP bu own, the holy ay 

:iuo | EA S; Rom, 1 I 4. 7. amd over mas 066} j/BY 
| »4mder him bis dues or debts. Both the 
words of the Apoſtle are morefi ont 
fieant then thoſe of the Phil 
which may feach us that Chriſtianity 
| 7@uirts unter ſtricter bonds that whica 
| rHorality demands, Forigc23 a debt, 1 ; 
that which '« owing , is more expie 
[five of our obligations then - dz, 
his own, ot his property. We are debto 
unto juſtice, and ſtand bonnd to our 
neighbours by our ow att and deed, 


that he may ſoon prove it is vol 
whicly 
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qhich be requires. And then Sora, 
render or reſtore, is more full of ju- 
ice then Smriwen, to give or diſtribute. 
Wir ic ſignifies the returning of that 
{dich we have borrowed of our 
zehbour ; and therefore he faich in 
>next verſe, Owe n0 man any thing , 
rt: to love one another. Every a& 
t Juſtice is but the paying of what 
have received; for he doth juſtice 
pus, and therefore we owe it back 
wn to him; We do but pay him 
With his own coyn, and diſcharge that 
k ty which not only God, bathe hath 
Wholiged us unto, Not that it is lawful 
#E:cozen them that cozen us, and thus 
fkEgender men as we receive; tor that 
i-þ but to beas diſhoneſt as they who | 
5;Fould nor pay us that debt which we 
yok our ſelves to be bound in unto 
Sem. And there is a publick juſtice 
rewiſe to which we owe much, forit 
{-Welcrves our eſtates, and from thence 
We: look for ſatisfaction for our 
S, 
bAnd he is ſome ſavage wilde crea- | a, ;. i; very | 
te, who ſees not all this to be good. good for us. 
mor our neighbour, no queſtion, ic 1s 
" 4 Dd 2 good 


| The Epitome of mans Duty. 


good that we ſhould do juſtly $ and if ic 
him, then forus , for in his welfare 
our own welfare confiſts, we beigp 
both members of the ſame body ; an 
in his honeſty is our ſafety. And there 
fore they that will not be honeſt theny 
ſelves,would have all men elſe honeſt 
and think that it is the beſt thing in the 
world that all ſhould deal juſtly wi 
them... But how can any man expe6 
that from another, which he will-no 
vouchſate to him 2 or by what reafa 
is it that we muſt ingroſs all good 
our ſelves, and let our neighbour hayi 
none of it « It we would havetl 

monopoly of it , we ſhall neverpur 
 chale it , for men will deſtroy" ue 

| Wolves and Foxes that raven 

| \rhemſelves, and do no good atallt 
others. Or if they do not ſpy 

fubtilty, but it is covered in darknels 
God will tear the prey out of "thei 
mouthes, and the righteous Lord wi 
make them know. that it is bad to 

unrighteouſly, For commonly welf 
that they who do wrong to others, 
in themlelyes or poſterity laid open 
the violence of ſuch like —_ Tt 
ons 
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Þ- And ſo the Eaftern s Fable tay caught 
people, that the Woolf having 
bla a Pigg, was mer withall by a Ly- 


"IM, who took it away from-him, and it 
"Ws a wonder that he was not himſelf 
Wo torn in pleces, That which was 


well gotten,could not well thrive 


0d men might conſider in the midſt 


a violent aR, that if they can find 


their heart to be diſhoneſt , there 


ly be others in the world of the 
ne mind , that will make no conſci- 


Ke to deal wich chem as diſhoneſtly. 


"Yam very - much pleaſed therefore 


th che Northern proverb, That it s 


Fg ii 


© to be honeſt : The world 
ile a while upon men in their 


; b: neſt gain, and they may laugh at 
- Wir g90 fortune ; but the triumphing 
- Wie wicked is ſhort , and the joy of the | 


Write w but for a moment. [f 4 man 


- ve bur alittle chat is juſtly gotren, it 


a great treaſure, for he gaizs a good 
In{cience , which will continually 
him, Bur wickedneſs , though it 
Fſweer in the mouth ,gyer it is the 
l of Alps within - and beſides, the 
Ches that ach a than firaliows down, 
_ Dd 3 — het 
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Good for 
whole King- 
doms, as well 
as for private 
men, 
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he ſhall vomit them up again 
God ſhall caſt them out of | 
belly. 

And it is no leſs good for whal | 
Nations, then it is for private men 
to do juſtly ; for they ſubliſt by ir, ang 
it is the pillars of government, f 
peace and tranquillity. Every ade 
Juſtice is as a pin ina building , which | 
joyns the parts of it faſter together, 
and maintains the intireneſs of the 
whole body. And when any mande- 
frauds another,he pulls out a little pin, 
looſens the joynts, and doth what he 
canto bring all thingsto ruine, Either | 
men become enemies to each othe 
and are inaſtate of war when wr 


[is committed ; or elſe they ſtand = 


diſtance, and will have nothin 
with each other any more z fe v4) 
wayes Society is diſſolved, chat Com-W 
munion which is the foundation < 
Common-wealths is oyer-turned. : . 

But ſee what the Scripture ſaithin 
all theſe caſes; where many bleſſings 
are promiſedgg juſt men; and curſes} 
are threatned upon all others, Prov 


[3+ 33: The curſe of the Lord is in ty 


houſe [ 


—— tt. add 
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| Ms/e of the wicked ; but- bt'bleſſeth the 

ie Bbjtation.of the juſt, A carſemndeed, 
\F99ugh co make a whole volume , for | 
hary ſaw a flying roll;;-a ſheer ;of 
n ſharchment as large as. our Books, wrir 
i both ſides. with woes againſt-the 
\(bieves and falſe (wearers, Zach, 5,3, 
of place which I have taken notice of 
i<hWthe foregoing'papers, and;lwill add 
y the way here, That a flying roll may 
het only denote the ſpeed which chit 
le-Wook full of curſes would - make to 
in, $me upon them; bur allo. that the 
hefolume was open and ſpread forth, fo 
lihat all might read it, For you know 
-Kyben a ſheer is not rcouled/ up , bur 
oangs expanded, it is moved by-we! 
yad, and flies as 1t were up and down 
Bp-the air, Believe therefore the ſame 
chyile man who faith; Prov. 10,25. 45 
n-Witr w1ir [wind paſſeth, ſo us the micked no 
mre: but the rightears is an cverlaſt- 
Bu; engation, It you compare. this|' 
ferle with the ſecond, it will ſeemlike- 
ly, that by a r72/teous man , he means 
Mme who doth juſtly, andthereby:rakes 
L.cqurie to ſettle: binifelf 3 and by. a] 
bw Bwcked man , an:gpprefior,: wha may! 
'q Dd 4 - ſoon 
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ſoon loſe all that he hath un juſtly gc 1 fl 
Unrighteouſneſs you fee will be our 
own loſs, more then any other mins; 
and therefore to do juſtly, is not mort 
anothers good and gain, then it is out 
own. And ſo you may read, Prov 
11. 11. Prov, 14. 34. where he ſhews 
'the general concernment of Cities 
jand Nations , of lefler and greater 
| Communities in righteous dealing, 
King Canutys knew this ſo well, that 
when he had condemned many male» 
faors , and one defired it might be 
; conſidered be was of the blood-royal; 
and have ſome favour : He ſaid, So he 
ſhall 3 let 'him: be hanged upon an 
higher Gibber, That Juſtice which 
he obſervedin puniſhments, if all would} 
| obſerve in their promiſes, Covenants, 
contrats, and all their dealings and 
| intercourſes, they would baniſh ſuits, 
| quarrels, wars and tumults out of the 
| world. Peace would grow and flou- 
[ riſh on'this root 5 and how great a| 
| goodthatis , we in this Nation by this 
time 'may have learnt, This would} 
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| make our ſwords ruſty, and our armot 
' good for nothing but to hang up 
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»0tiShut houſes,” and ſhew that we were 
ourflence miſerable. - All chat rhe'thunder 
nszWd lightning of our Guns celleth us, 
els the worlds injuſtice, from which we 
tft cicher be defended or delivered : 
;MLet this ceaſe, and they will all be ſi- 
"Sen. This will put out the fires which 
tiesliothing elſe will quench z and bury 
the enmities which elſe will alwayes be | 
maintained. Itwasa wiſe anda true 
Inſwer ( with which I will conclude 

is ) which Agefi/aus gave to one , 

ho askt him whether Fort2ude or 
»Wfufice were the greater vertue, 
iv andfeing yencouer af mwTis auty ixgunt > 
We ſhonld have no need of your valour, if 

Wwe were all juſt, | 


'A S to advjuſtly, is togive tomen| 2. 

« A that which is #herr own ; ſo to love ne; 
mercy, is to give ro others that which : 
's oxr own. Or rather Juſtice renders , 
jand mercy gives to men that which is 
[their due. ' For that which is ours may 
[ve dye to others who ' are in need, 
[tough not by mans Laws, yer by 
FSocs, Afid there isa kind of Fuftice 
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even in mercy,in ſo much thatin Sit] 
pture-language,riehteouſneſs irequents| 
ly ſignifies giving of Alms, and a Zuf} 
man, figniftes one that is Good... Butas| 
cheſe two ſtand diſtinguyhed , j#ſiice\ſ 
requires that.every man have his dues! 
and wercy, that he have what is not by 
meer juſtice due to him. Three ſors] 
| of men thereare, ſay ſome of the an-|i 
tient Hebrews, and every one of them 
| hath his peculiar ſaying. The firfis 
| —_P "hh "Y 
the #njuſt, and he ſaith , That which's 
mine is mine, and that which is thint is 
mine. The ſecond ſort is the juſt , and 
his ſaying is, That which is mine | 
| mine, and that which is thine is thine-\ 
| The third ſort is the good or merciful, 
and he faith , That which is thineis 
| thine, and that which is mine is thine. 
| He will not take away from others 
what is his, but give to them whatis 
his own; and the Apoſtle is thought 
by ſome to allude to this diſtiaRion of 
men, when he ſaith, Rom. 5. 7-8 
 Scarcely for a Righteous man will one dit: 
Jet peraduenture for 4 good man ſom! 
would even dare to die, 1 ſhould pro 
loag this diſcourſe beyond its; ja 
| bounds, 


| 
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11: bonnds , if I ſhould mention all the 
Ms\llip; icular as of mercy ; Let it ſut- 
bl ice therefore in General to tell 
$] you, 
nl 1. That ſometimes we myſt let go 
ez Flour own right, and thoſe des which in 
by| jaſtice others are bound to pay unto 
e6/Fſus. Strict juſtice may ſometimes be a 
n-\Fkind of injuſtice, #, e, it may over- 
irow the ends of juſtice, which is 
i ſlpeſerviog of humane ſociety, And 
al will confeſs that ir is ſo hard, ſe- 
yere and oppreflive to the parties of 
[whom it is exacted, that what wercy 
5 [requires in this caſe, is yery much like 
lhe demands of Juſtice. This bids us 
0 make abatements ſometimes of 
Mar in {tritneſs we might ask z and 
to deal favourably and gently with all 
men. Where men have had great 
loſles, and their [eſtates are much bro- 


en, we muſt not hold them xigoroul- | 


ly to agreements. Neither 'mult we 

take all advantages of our Brethren , 
nor ſeize on a mortgage when they 
Aannot pay 3 nor ſue a bong, nor turn. 

2man out of his leaſe, when he miſles 


wax Anda thouſand ſuch like caſes 


there 


We muſt nor. 
alwayes ex. 
at our due. : 
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We muſt give 
roothers what 
they need. 


[the - priſoner and captive 53 _ and|F 


there are; wherein mercy calls for that 
which is named kindneſs and * fazif 
your. * | 

Bur ſecondly, as we muſt not alwayes|ſ 
require what is our own in other mens} 
hands, ſo we muſt alwayes give tothe} 
poor what is in our own hands, Welf 
muſt relieve the diſtreſſed, defend the 
fatherleſs, plead the cauſe of the wid-| 
dow, vifit and help the fick , deliver} 


be ſo far from requiring in ſome caſes! 
what others owe us; that we muſt| 
give them more to ſupport their feeble] 
eſtate withall. Many actions of merey| 

there are to mens ſouls, which I ſhall 
not mention, but in general tell you, 
that under this word are included all 
ations of Charity, pitty and compal- 
fion toward our neighbour. And we 
muſt charge onr ſelves with them, as 
we do with ations of F»ſtice. And be 
as careful not to with-hold ſupplies 
from the poor, as we are not to ſteal: 
and notto ſay them nay when we are 
able, nomore'then we muſt lye to our 
Brother - and we maſt make proviſi- 
on for them;'and do them good, as di- 


ligently| 
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i Migencly as we watch over our ſelves, 

f2lthat we take not away from them, nor 
[do them evil. The coverous is abhor- 

ex\fjied of God, as well as the thief , the 
Bimerciful as well as the murderer. 

ndtherefore aman muſt not content 

himſelf that none can charge him with 

z&| doing wrong : bur his light muſt ſhine 

q.| before men, and he muſt give Alms of 

er| Yfuch things as he hath. And likewiſe 

id| {ke muſt deal fairly with all men, and 

»5| I'not witha griping hand , andan over- 

&| Yiteaching head ; and he muſt be ready 

e 

J 

l 

, 

! 

p 

$ 

: 
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Ito forgive all them that: have creſ- 
| paſſed againſt him, and not bold them 
o over-ſtri ſatisfaRion, | 
"There are many blind worldlings ,|, .., 
many moles and earth-grubbers, that | chink ir ſuffi- 
dder and ſcrape in the earth all their | i-n* 19 be 
: . - "| Juſt; bur it is 
yes, and they do not invade any of | jd foro be, 
their neighbours poſſeſſions, nor en- if we be not 
croach upon their ground, but content | **:<**l: 
themſelves in their holes - and yet 
they do no good at all, nor bring any 
benefit tothe world. They ſeem not 
[lo bad as rats, that eat our meat, and 
ICloathes, and books ; but yet none 1s. 
ithe betcer for them - and art laſt many ; 
are 


” Ed 


| 


———— 
— — }_ —_—_— — 


| © iiitas Fo 


_—__ 


The Epitome of mans Dwt). 


are much the worſe. As the mole} 
though ſhe take nothing away fromlſſ 
our 'ground , but ſeems to raiſe ig 
{higher yer in time ſhe deſtroyes ir all} 
by her hills which ſhe cafts up : $ 
theſe men, though they do not plainly 
pick mens pockets , and rob them |} 
though they raiſe fair houſes, and (ſeem! 
to make Towns more ſplendid whe] 
they live , yet they ſecretly work out] 
all che old mhabicanrs, and make ir ll 
their own dwelling. They areas the} 
| ſpleenin the body , and draw all they|£ 
can from others to fall theirown bags} 
and the hard conditions which they] I 
hold men unto, with their obſtinate] I 
refuſal to relieve a decaying perſon ,j I 
undoes many round about them. | 

But that it is meet we ſhould do] 
otherwayes , appears not only from] Fl 
Gol juſtly re-| that great xale of our Adions, to 4] Fi 
Js 2 | 80 others 46 we would they ſhould do to | Y| 
were their condition onrs, .and ours| F| 
cheirs : but alſo from the great merct-| I 
talaeſs of our God to us. We ſtandin 


need every dayof Gods mercy, both 
lin giving and. forgiving , and why| | 
ſhould it be thought hard chat he bids] 
us| Y 
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s' relieve the needy , when we our 
mj{felves are in ſo much need, and he 
t{binks not much to relieve us £ Bur 

{ibefides, if ir be hard for us to part 
0/Ewich a lictle out of abundance, how 
ard is it to them,to want not only the 
[{zbundance, but that little £ And again, 
[Face God gives all to us, he may en- 
[Email it upon us and our heirs, on what 
[Fconditions he pleaſes , and what great 
[Ematcer is it , if this be one, that we 
[F/give ſome of it away toothers 2 And 

| [truly this is one of the things that Mercy is for 
4] Binakes it good, for there is no ſuch way | 9% g90d. 
lbffaving and preſerving, as by giving - 
|aad: no ſuch way of lofing , as by 
[tamerciful ſaving. This cuts off the 
[weail from manya fair eſtate; that the 
Fa Lord of it was a covetous miſer- 
Jible wretch. And befides; Godbids 
1 [ushere love mercy, which we-could not 
| $0oif it were not Good, Neithet- will 
$| [God rye us, as you heard, ro ſuch bard 
conditions, as' to delight in our own 
miſchief. And therefore all ingennous 
teathens have counted ir a piece of 
 $/Mgular contentment to do good, and | 
lo looked upon it as a becoming /irrle 
a gods 


he 
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gods inthe world. This, it any thing, 
Hikewiſe, will draw the love and affeC N 
on of others to us , not to ſay they 
petty ; adorations. A great light as 
{plendos. ſuch actions, caſt abroadyi 
when;they are not done our of popus 
larity and vain-glory, but out of loye 
|ro:mercy,,' and to God the father-of 
mercies ; andthey get a man honour] 
without. defiring of it, or taking any] 
other pains to ſeek it. And theres] 
not only pleaſure and credit in this] 
noble vertue , but as much profitas} 
heart can deſire, It muſt needs be| 
good , becaule it is called in Scripturejiſ 
doing of good , and though the phraſe | 
properly imports the good of others; || 
|yetletme tell you, we hereby beſtow|i| 
no ſmall boons upon onr ſelves. ' God 
ſo loves it, that he loves thoſe that 
love itz-,and hath promiſed great Ie 
wards-to. them and. theirs, in | this 
world, and in the-,world ro come. 
With the merciful , be will ſhew himſelf 
merciful, Plalm 18, 25, Bleſſed art tt 
merciful, for they ſhall, obtain merdy\, 
Mat. 5. 7. There is that ſcattereths| 
jand yet increaſeth : The liberal ſou! ha | 
p e 
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8, t made fat; and he that watereth ſhut! 
} watered alſo himſelf; Prov. 17. 


, r, Pſalm 112.9. This isan atga- 
pent upon which I mighr dilate ill 
johe : For there afe tio 5 les treaſures 
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15, 26. Hu righreouſneſs endurtth for 
er, his bojn ſhall be exalted with by- 


' the merciful man , then the rich 
an hath of wealth in his houſe ; yea 
haitely more, for he layes up his 
jeaſure in heaven ; where God hath 


nd himſelf co pay him with uſury | 


ic d increale. 


" buch more then the heads of dil- 


F2d. As thou giveſt to others their} 


--N D now fot the third thing , 
; \ what it is to walk humbly with 


1d? it is not fit that T ſhould give you 


dutſe, unleſs 1 intended of 'a Sermony| 
d make a treatiſe; | 
© Firſt therefote, 1hink lbwly of thy 
f, whichis a oteat part of this duty. 
d the word humbly is often taken ; 
jy jecially in compare Zwick God, from 
ſhotn we and all we have do. come, 
F oh whom 'they continually de-| 


3. 
Whar it is 
to walk 
humbly. 


To think: 
meanly of 
our ſelves. 


We Ke. own;l .... 
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' [own , yearhine own; ſoafſume to th 
ſelf no. more then is ' thine own : 
call nothing that is good thine own 
but- acknowledge God in all, 
riches , or beauty , or lexraing ; I 
health ,'or-grace it ſelf, When thay 
exercileſt juſtice and mercy, do not tak 
it to be. a matter of high deſert : by 
think that thou only doeſt as becomg 
a man, and thou doſt thy ſelf a great 
deal of right and kindneſs init : ang 
' what thou doſt, iris from God , who 
gives both the will and. ability 0 
do ir. 
\Bewailtly | 2. Monrn and lament over thy ſelf. 
amperſetn5 | Think: lowly of thy ſelf, .when'thoj 
* -- - | artat the beſt: and then moan. ork, 
"cy Lan bemoan thy ſelf, that, thou art 
| better, This is calledi in. Ahab , hun 
bling of himſelf, which though... 
were but outward, yer. was anſwered 
-| with an: outward bleſſing. And thus 
| they are. joyned together ,- Fam. 4 
13:49 30s n=: I} 
Ob:y Gods 3, Readiiy ſubject thy felf 20 alt Gul « 
; commands. | cormmangs. Hethat truly mournsA 
is {ad that he is no better. ſtrives mc i 
fincerely, ,and uſes all means to be;4 


go0c 
CY 
gy ww= , 


& 


— we - . 


' 


The Epitome me of wans Duty. 


- | O— — 


zod as he can. His heart riſes nor 
gainſt any of Gods commands , «he 
jigks nothing roo ſtrict which God 
pjoyns. He willingly gives up his 
erty and choice to God, which is an 
&t of the greateſt humility imagi- 
ble. Not my will ( Lord ) but thy 
j be done, is not only his language; | 
be the ſenſe of his foul. And what 
eater ſubjeRion can there be in a 
kn, then to have no will of his own, 
Fo part with it unto another? This 
Rakes all fin ſo abominable, becaule it 
Is defiance to God, and diſowns i in 
Pp proud ſort his authority : and this 
Ss goodneſs ſo acceptable, be- 

aſe it makes us lay our ſelves at 
þds feet, ro know his pleaſure, and 
baſes us.to nothing. We claim no| 


' over our ſelves , orany thing 
t we have, own norightat all ro 
poſe of any thing as we pleaſe, 
b n-we humbly walk with God, 


o 


% Andin particular, we muſt reve- 


thy worſhip him by all AQts of prayer 
praiſes. O come let us worſhip, and | 
down, let ws kneel before the Lord our 
Pal. 95, 6. A Pſalm not an- 


Ee 2 fly 


Worſhip him | 
with revee 
rence, 
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fitly appointed to be uſed hererofol 
in the beginning of divine ſervice, # 
remember us how reverently and 
lennly we ſhould addreſs our ſely 
unto Gods worſhip. And let me te 
you this, thatit becomes us to ent! 
into the place where we tender oy 
ſervices unto God, with more huml 

ty and compolednefs, chen ordi i 
now appears. Itisnor a fign of a goa 
Spirit,to come either with an haugt 
and high look , or witha careleſs at 
gariſh eye , much leſs laughing al 
talking, when weare coing to humbl 
| our ſelves., and fall down before 
| Lord. But we ought to eater eyty 
| | into the place where we intend to pet 
| form ourobeyſance ro him, with rev 
rent thoughts, ſubmiſſive looks, an 
baſhful countenance , as. being de 
ſenſible of our unworthineſs to | 
proach into his preſence. There: 1s; 
cradition among the Hebrews, 
David learnt but two things of. "Ach 
rophel, and he made him h.s maſt 
friend , and his privy- -counſellour i 
| chem. And the one of them was f 
way of reproof, becauſe he came u 
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| Schoo, the houſe of Teaching, 
b27D rv2 ) with his head lifted up, | /. P. Fagiue 
mich had the face of raſhneſs and om Pirk. Av. 
tideinit, Oh that men would now es 
ofit ſo much by reproofs, and count. 
m their triends that tell them of 
teir faults ; and that they would 
Barn likewiſe to come into the houſe 
f God with more becoming reve- | 
ce in their faces then ord Inarily | 
tity do { 
ES, COM eekly ſabmit to God; correctt- 5. 
5, As thou muſt not chuſe thy | Exerciſe 
rk, ſo neither muſt thou chuſe thy OE 
we. All impatience comes from AE 
fice, and our murmurings a:e bred 
too goodly rhoughts of our own 
tives. Alas ! what are we, more, 
en many others, that we ould ex- | 
Qto be lo tenderly handled 2 What | 
feat matters can we do with that | 
alth, or riches, or credit, which we | 
ald never have co abſent them- 
ves from us ? Nay, what conditi-n | 
bad enongh ſor ſuch wxerches 7 
Jar a wonder is | it, that ſuc unpro- | 
able creatures are not baniſhed out | 
F the world 2 If we thought thus | 
n. Ee 3 oft-: 
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oft-times with our ſelyes, we ſhoyl 
become very humble, 4. e. meek, pati-h 
ent, and contented under all that be; 
talls us, One a of humility begets 
another ; and he that thinks meanlyh 
of himſelf, will not be angry that hey 
afflicted. © | 
6. 6. Be peaceable and obedient to Gi 
—_— wernors, whoare gods in the world, 
O JOVCr- . WW þ 
nors, and to whom God hath bidden us, that 
we ſhould ſubje& our ſelves. Submit 
your ſelves to every Ordinance of man 
for the Lords ſake, whether it be to the 
King 4s ſupream, or unto Governors,&c.l 
I Pet. 2, 13. It is an highadt of pride 
and inſolency , to controle the autho» ji 
rity thar is over us, and to ſet up ourj 
own wills above” Gods vicegereats,/ 
For it is a great contempt of the raj | 
ſty of God , whoſe image they more] 
remarkably bear, and with whoſe | 
effigies they are more viſibly ſtampt] 
then other men. We muſt” alwayil8 
therefore do what they command us, | 


or elſe ſuffer what they infli&t upon us, 

Andif we chufe the latter, we mult 
ſuffer as meekly and peaceably , as it 
it was an immediate hand of heaven | | 


upon | 
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wpon us. For if Solomon ay of every | 
tan, That prond and haughty ſcorner « | 
is neme , who ataleth in proud wrath , | 
cn Prov. 21, 24. then much more is he 
dlyto be branded in the for-head , for a 
Sman ſuperlatively proud, who cannot 
endure to be touched in body or 
eſtace, but ir caſts him into the higheſt 
2Minflammarions of anger, even againſt 
a the higheſt powers. 
"7. Moderately and temperately uſe| __ 7. 
Gods mercies, The word augeqrdy, | Temperance 
TE . . * | and {obriery 
which ſignifies to be temperate, is | inthe uſe of 
applyed frequently to the mind,in op- | What ve cn- 
ſition to pride and ſelf-conceired- |” 
0 Wtiels. For ſobriety indeed proceeds 
om an humble ſenſe, that nothing is 
jours , but all that we have is Gods ; 
land that we have right to nothing, but 
what he gives, andas he allows. And 
lall drunkenneſs, wantonneſs ,- and 
whatſoever other intemperance there 
inthe world, is commonly the iſfue 
of an' haughty, giant-like temper of 
Ipirit , which makes men look upon 
hemſelvesas Lords and owners ; and 
Jalt-creatares as their proper goods , 
hich are perfe&tly at their diſpoſal. 
tr Ee 4 The 
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The crown of pride, and the drankeardlf 
of Ephraim , are hoth names for the} 
ſame perſons, 1ſ4.2$.1, 3. For beſides} 
that ſuch men baye no regard to a} 
ſupream being, they look bigg upoplll 
all their inferiours ; and no beaſts} 
likewiſe do k'ck more againſt there- 
proofs or counſels of Gods Prophets, 
then ſuch as they. 
C. | 8. Modeſtly expef? a reward from God, 
—_— when thou -baſt done theſe and all}; 
reward, * | other g00d ations, That word which} Y 
7% is here in my text rendred humble,|N 
doth frequently occurr in the Jewiſh] 
writings,for ſhamefac*tneſs and modeſty, | 
And therefore I add this at the laſt, as| 
the top of all,thag when we have done 
all our work with the greateſt ſtriQ-| 
nels; yet we muſt look tor our wages 
trom meer me:icy and benevolence: 
This humility is the greateſt orna- 
ment, and the faireſt of all the graces 
'1n Gods fight, We never look more 
| beauriful, then when we bluth at out 
| own defe&s,and dare not caſt our eyes 
confidently upon God, The higheſt 
act of Faith ,-is a piece of the loweſt] 
amility, When we rely moſt upon} 
| | Gods| 
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Gods mercy, we utterly diſclaim all 
pur own merits, 
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$18 Bur as that at of Faith , whereby 
a/Swe caſt our ſelyes on Gods mercy, is 
Fpot all che acts of ic, bar ſuppoles| 
zany others foregoing 4 even ſo it is 
inthis at of bumil:ty, whereby We aC- 
knowledge our ſelves unworthy to re- 
eve any reward from Gods hand : Ic 
is ſo- far from being all che humility 
that God requires , that there muſt 
[precede all the other acts which I have 
Ihenconed, before this-can take its 
Iplace. Many men can eaſily diſclaim 
Al [all truſt intheirown righteouſneſs, be- 
Fauſe they have none to truſt in. But 
they are truly humble men, char are 
juſt and righteous, and yet truſt not 
| Bliachar for their acceptance with God 
to ſalvation, You cannot fay, that a 
man is wiſe , becauſe he holds his 
peace, when be is dumband congue- 
[tyed: But he is a wiſe perſon, who 
can ſpeak well, and yet fileatly hear 


kens, No more can he be deemed 
poor in ſpirit, who bath no riches nor 
[treaſures in his ſoul to brag of ; but 
he only, who is enriched with know- 


ledge, 


ed... 
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ledge, and faith, and love,and all goof 
works, and yet is lowly in heart, poor 
in his own thoughts , and acknowe| | 
ledges that he is but an unprofitableſſ| 


ſervant, - 1 | 
The juſtice Now all this is but juft, becauſe of (8 
ane goodneſs | Our dependance on God, his ſuperiori-|l 
of allthi . ST 

| ky over us, and his excellency aboye| 

us. On all which when we look, we! 
muſt ſay with Fob, 42. 5, 6. Now mine | 
eye ſeeth thee 5, and therefore 1 abhor yl 
ſelf, andrepent in duſt and aſhes. And 
itis noleſs good,then it is juſt, For firſt, | 
He that lyes low, lyes ſafe. He cannot] 
| fall far, who ſtands on the ground z|i 
| but whether can he fall who lyes al- | 
\ready upon it 2 We ſhall nor be in| 
| danger to: tumble down from great| i 
hopes and expeQtations, if we be ſo] 
| humble as to have no high opinion] 
; of our ſelves and deſervings. The| 
loweſt valleys are the ſafeſt from| I 
wind and ſtorms; and God hath pro-| 
, miſed to preſerve the meek, and that|I 
they ſhall inherit the earth. Who will 
harm modeſt and ſubmiſſive perſons} 
chat had rather put up an injury, then 


do any ; that are loving , peaceable, | 
and | 
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; and quiet in the Land ? None but 


—\thoſe,againſt whom no men be defend- 


c d, And fecondly , He tbat {yes low , 
# moſt fruitful. The mountains are 
[commonly barren, and the yalleys are 
Imoſt richly laden. For the Lord re- 
fiſts che proud, but he gives grace to 
the humble, And thirdly, He that lyes 
| | w,is bleſſed from above with all that is 
lgood for him. The leſs he expedts, the 
more he ſhall have ; the more unwor- 
hy he judges himſelf to be, the more 
it he 1s to have his emptineſs filled. 
The ſhowres that run of from the 
high heads of mountains , run down 
Into the boſom of valleys. Moſt of 
heavens. plenty falls into the loweſt | 
laces; and ſo do moſt of Gods fa- | 
fours and bleſſings fall inco humble 
(ouls. They. that behave themſelves 
as it becomes them, in meekne(s, mo- 
eration , obedience, modeſty , &c. 


'F od will make 900d his Word unto 


mem, The meek ſhall ear and be ſa- 
tisfied , and praiſe the name of the 
1 ord ; ; They ſhall lye down, and none 
ball make chem afraid. He will keep 
[th em in perfect peace, in a {iveet ſere- 
nity 


\F 
+ 


he doth; bur roreceive rhem up to his 
bleſſings. This diſcourſe would ſwell] 
too much, if I ſhould particularly} 
ſhow the goodneſs of every bne of the 
fore-mentioned aQts of humility ; and} 
therefore it ſhall ſuffice to have given 
theſe light rouches upon ſome of 


them. 
| 


—_— 
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| 


Application, N OW if theſe things be ſoasIf 
| | & Y have diſcourſed , then firſt let'ys 
Pe humttes | DE8'N tO pur in praRtice a parr of the] 
for fins a- | duty laſt mentioned , by being depo 
\gainſt rcle | þg»bled tor all our fins, againſt theſe 


I 


commands, | ts &f 
plain and ' familiar commands Let 


| every man ſearch into himſelf how far 
' he hath gone along with che ſtream | 
| for it is manifeſt, thar covetouſnels 
' and oppreſſion , hard- heartedneſs and 
cruelty, pride and irreligion , have 
'come in like a flood upon us in this 
Nation, and born many away before 

| them. As for Fuſtice, we may take oP 
the 


m—_— —_—_—c 
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Y: (od complainr of Petrarch concerning 
nf the Age wherein he lived, that hunters 
ol nd fowlers uſe not greater cunning 
1 Jaying their ners and ſnares for wild 
beaſts and fowls, then crafty men'do 
11] Fo inveigle and inſnare che fimple and 
+ | plain-meaning people. Or we may lay 
with one of his Countrey-men (which 
Ws 20w become aproverbin 1taly) That 
by deceit and cunning, men live half the 
Wear, 4714 by cunning and deceit the other 
h And Mercy is ſuch a ſtranger to 
ns hearts, that we count him a per- 

fon of great tenderneſs, that will not 
eceive us atall, and a very merciful 
creature , who will nor deceive us as | 
much as he can. So little kindneſs and 
good nature is ſtirring z that we are | 
apt co ſuſpet them of defi igns, who! 
make much ot' us ; and wedare ſcarce 
Ireceive mens courteſies. And what is 

2 great deal. of our, Religion, but an | 
Ihymqurſom kind of devorionza proud | 
[elf conceited pleaſing of our ſelves , 
[with a faſtidious contempt of all 
[others © Where is that awefulneſs in | 
[mens coutitenances when they con- 
| erſe with God . that tenderneſs: of | 


heart | 


- 


—_ 
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2. 
Amend in all 
theſe things. 


3. 
and no uncharitableneſs ©. So many] 
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heart at the mention of any of his 


commands ; that bewailing of the 
fins ; that patience, peaceableneſs, as 


|ceprance of the puniſhment of th 


I chat ought to appear ? wel 
may almoſt ſay with this Prophetin} 
the next Chapter, The good man is pes 
riſhed owt "of the earth, and there is nom| 
upright among men. For Could thert| 
be ſo much ſpoil (think you ) come 
mitted inthe midſt of us,- and no ins | 
juſtice 2 'Such eſtares ſo quickly got- , 
ten, and-no'covetouſneſs 2 So much 
blood ſhed, and no hatreds ? So many} 
contentions;quarrels and hot diſpateygſþ 
vain opinions, and no pride ? Suchu 
ſteadineſs in the wayes of God, and 
no ſelt- aunedneſs] in mens hearts 
Such contempt of the Miniſtry and all 
chat is ſacred, and'no irreligion 2 \ 
muſt begintherefore toamend, by ac*Þ7 
knowledging theſe ſins, and ſeriouſly 'h | 
bemoaning them, either in our ſelves} 
or others. "ny 
But our 'amendment muſt not end] 


here, nor maſt we think by blubbered] [; | 


eyes and lamentable groans, to drak 


_Gobl 
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God to be a-party with us in theſe 


Ins, No, we muſt fincerely:- proceed 
0.4 practice of. all theſe duties, which 


i | Prophet-.and our own conſciences 


budly call-for z, and the -rather , be- 


auſe cheyHbave been ſo much laid alide 


nd 1s. neglected , or at leaſt ; ſome of 
bm ſet up to thruſt out all the 


f; Mind firſt for Fuſtice, let us put away 
IL iniquity., if, there be any in -our 
ands, and all covetous;defires which 

re find lurking in our hearts;/Let eve- 
jy one ſay as the Pſalmiſt doth, Pſalm 


M39: 23, 24. Search me 0:God , and 


ww my heart , try me, (and know my 
obts: And ſee if there be any wic-. 
* .way 18 me, and lead me inthe way! 
werlafting.. ,, If thou haſt, wronged 


y man, mT him ſatisfaQtion.. Owe,| 
Shching 19. 29y.man, but-ralove one; 
'Ftber, - Dewia not the wages of || 
J& bireling. Lec no man go beyond. 


Fs, Brother;,;os defraud. him in any. 


1g. - Lethis relations, and- goods,/; 
; Wd every thing he hath , -beas an holy | 
.to thee, -which chou mayſt-nor || 


H chins band upon. We, axe told of 


—_— _—_— 


an 


common 


' Firſt be more 
juſt, 


178 


oe 


lian. Var, 
hiſt. l. 4- 1. 
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an hearhen people who were ſo joff 


that if they found any thing in 2 
high- way, they would not take ity 


| thinking the owner would come e 


long to ſeek 'it , ro: whom it dd's 
right belong. I wiſh-there were buf 
halt ſo much juſtice among Chriſti | 
ans, whonot only cozen others wt 

it comes in their way, and have fait 
opportunities -preſented , bur uſe all 
(ores of circumventions, and will got! 
great way about to ſeek an occafionte 


[deceive them. Ir is grown to beatl 


art anda ſtudy how ro cheat a neight} 
bour z -and* whereas thoſe heathen) 
boggled 20'an me , ( as they called 
it) 2 thing which was fognd, ' 
thought it'an injury-to take it op | 
Chriſtians make no [cruple of n {mus} 
(as'I may-phraſe iran injuſtice} 
_ they ſeth _ and are inquifttye 
ro find wayes of 'bri itrof 21S, 
And fad it yn, ne how littl 
men will venture to diſpleaſe God, 


and whar-s {mall gain will cempt them} 


rodo unjuſtly. If a tnah could ger] 


the world'by one a& of nnrighteon| 
nels, he would bea 'great loſer by tt 


_bs1gaiy | : 
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argain z bur there are ſuch vile and | 
heap ſouls, that will not ſtick for a 
nall ſum of money, perhaps for no 
am at all to do not one, but many in- 
urious acts to their neighbours, A lit- 
le conſideration ( methinks) would 
Imend men in ſach a matter as this ; | 
pdthe thoughts only of its folly might 
Work 2a cure upon them withour a Ser- 
non © againſt it. Fear of loſing all 
#{Emight make them carefull not to have 
os farthing that is got unjuſtly , if they 
(1 {bad but ſo much obſervation as lictle | 
{Wcaildren,who uſe to ſay,that after they 
JWonce cheat, they never thrive in their 
f[Epames. I know itis a defireof being | 
rich, and indeed of being rich preſent: | 
11 Wly, chat thruſts men forward into ſuch 
61 Wbaſe and nnworthy courſes; But God | 
£1 doch ſo order it,that nothing more hin- 
ders the accompliſhment of their de- 
Wore, then the way they .take to attain 
MR. There is a great truth in the Spaxiſþ 
| proverb, that He who will be rich in one 
l year, ſhall be hang'd at the half years end. 
nExcceding greedineſs may make men | 
{86 (ach villanous as that they cannot | 
& indured, but are brought to ruine | 
0 Ft 1 
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—, by them. Bur : howſoever in the Pro-| 
verb of the wiſe man, there is an ins} 
fallible verity, Prov. 28. 22. He that 
haſteth to be rich, bath an evil eye; and 
confidertth not that poverty ſhall con | 
' upon him, See allo v. 20. and c 
20, 22, Put away therefore all Fr 
(hood and guile all covetouſnels and 
violence ; if it be but to ſave the eſta | 
chat you have, and that you may £8 
more, and have it laſt longer : Bar| 
you will conſult better for your ſelves|f 
if you do thus out of obedience to] 
God, and reſpect to your Brethren 
as1t is apart of that duty which | 
and man oblige you unto, 
| And as for Kings and Princes they i 
[are engaged above all other men to doi 
| juſtly, ſeeing they are the /eaders of the Wh 
| people, by whoſe examples they are 
v. Cardinal. | inclined to live, and by whoſe be 
{4 2. "| ous management of things they li 
| pare. 1.6 |happily. I ſt ous 
part. 1. & ppily. It was a moſt perniciou 
Epiſt. 81. 25 | Maxime, and altogether unworthy Of 
0}S CF auires 
agood man ( as one of his own patty 


primes Sout- 
1a/gns ſe y2m- | iN- expreſs terms acknowledges ) whid 


 £:70/2n! 704465 | Pope Clement the eighth had often. 


{ choſe's qui tou;- | 


noient 3 leur \1s mouth, viz. That Kines and Seu 
#7 ofit, &c, | rat; 4 
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*[74727 Princes may do any thing which will | 
| Pp Ve forthe pr fit, And a ſhameit is 
| fo their religion that he could add in 

Juſtification of this ſaying, that mat- 
Wrers are come to ſack a pals, that it is 
ac 2t ar all imputed to them, nor re- 
founds to their diſhonour, "if they 
break their faith, forſwear themſelves, | 
| ſe, betra their allies, and do any 
dther thing of like nature. But theſe | 
Wicked principles which he made uſe | 
vf 0n purpole to perſivade the King of 
France to break his league with Eng- 
and , are moſt excellencly confronted | 
by a golden ſpeech of that Cardinal ,,;, _.. 
ho reports theſe things, in which part yg 24 
ll ſuch perſons are much concerned. Monſ-de Vilite 
At the foot of the account iaith he (ſpeak- As 
us of King Fames his moderation 
then he came to the Crown of Enz- 
land ) Tow ſhall find, that the better and 
ore juſtly any man ſhall rgle, to the bo-| 
our and glory of God, and to the com- 
"fy; and happineſs of his ſabje@ts ; 
; more aſſured his eſtate ſhall be , the| 
we ſtrong , the more beloved and 
eſſe ſhall he be of God, and men : 
which conſiſts the true and laſting 
| F 


f 2 grandeur 
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grandeur and puiſſance of Kings, 'and the| 
| aſſurance of their peſterity, Nay Ages| 
| flaxs had better notions of Diving 
puta jr thingsin this particular then that Pope 
in Apotheg, who when ſome told him the Greaf| 
a4 nd 0 | King (4. e. the King of Perſia) would] 
—_— have it ſo; anſwered, How cax he bell 
514-G us= | greater then me, unleſs he be more juſt 
Tþa Sx oo .. | and more ſober ? Ulpon the mentioning} 
146. | of which, Plutarch gives this excellent 
is | admonition, By juſtice, as | y a royal ſtan 

| dard, we ſhould take the meaſure of mehs 

' heights one above azother, If we wee 

'in a ſtate ot war, and one ſhould make 

'a motion to ſuch great perſons 0 

' juſtly, perhaps he might receive ſuch 

an anſwer as Antigonus gave a Philolo- 
pher who preſented him with a treatile Fj 
of this ſubjeR ; Thou art 4 fool to give 
me now 4 book concerning juſtice, when 
thou ſeeſt I am beſieging other ment 
CaFles, and making war pon their CN 
ties: But when things are ſetled, and 
when it 15 apparent that violent dealing 
comes upon mens own heads ; the 
ſure a man may be believed, if he ſay 
that chere is no other way to thrive 
nor cana Prince live by any ſuch provi 
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th {p<rous doctrine as that of Juſtice and 
gee ety. Then ſure, if not at other times, 
I 
pe, 


A  ———_ 


| may propoſe the example of an | , 
henEmperour to them, who was {o 9u0] tbh fer 
ea\Ftaken with that ſaying of our Saviours, |» ws, atteri 
Well P, Math. 7.12.that he cauſed this ſentence gat? 
£1. Lamprid. 
be\to be writ in ſundry places opon the 
of Kallsof his pallace, Do not that to another, 
ng] hich thou wouldſt not have doxe to thee. 
ntl And all under-officers and mini- 
#- rs of publique buiſineſs had need 
#:Fhear this doQrine continually ſound- 
N: ? intheir ears, becauſe it is ſo con- 
ry totheir worldly intereſts ro pra- | 
file it exatly, When men have pow- 
erand opportunity to gratifie cheir co- 
Fycrous defires, they will find that they 
le Fineed a very divine power to ena- 
| T: 
ve IÞlc them to deny them. * Ir is very | Baz, 
7 {© firange ( ſaith the Maſter of modern 
& Eloquence ) that the great T»rk can | 
| {* intruſt his wives to the vigilancy of, 
0” others, and aſſure himſelf their cha- 
« : ſtiry will thereby be conſerved, yer 
* that Kings know not to whom they 
{may ſately encharge their treaſnres. 
* Bur the true reaſon is, for thar an ho- 
: [® neſt manisby ſo much moredithcultly 
'' «a Ft 3 tound| 
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© found then an Exnuch, by how muck. 


j miracles are mote rare then Monſters, 


— 


| minds of its Wi blaneie and profi t 


; © Great fortitude is requiſitero the ob 


| *caining of honeſty, bur the will 


ly {ufhces to become coyetous. & ql 
therefore ſeeing it is neceſſary to. do 
ſome violence to our ſelyes,to keep us] 


fcom doing violenceto others: ;ſuchper-] 


. 


| 
bl 
1 
1 


ſons have great reaſon to thank chols|/ 


who will lay their hands. daily upon| 
their corrupt affefions by holy admo? 
nitions & counſels,not only to reſt 


And to conclude this ; let us _ ; 
ſureto remember It is not enough” 
praiſe juſtice, and make | peeches 1 ot 
commendation ; nor fo” have ſom 
affection to it by conviQions in oft fit| 


bur we muſt do jufly, as my text 


| {pe:ks.: and all onr ations muſt* be 


conform to the principles which wel 


| praiſe, T bis I ſay the rather, becuaſe 


ic hath been noted that men of ex] 
cellent :»telleyals have had bad # 

ral's : and thoſe who have writ book! 
tor the preſervation of honeſty, have] 


not preſerved themſelves from: corru-1f 


prion. pe $27 


& ſerter,burt to ſlay and mortifie them ' 
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| Now Secondly, for Mercy, it makes| 1. 
| more ſpecial claim to our favour. | mercy be 
gpccauſe we ſtand ſo much in need of | 137d with 
Fic every day, if not from other men, |! © 
{yet from God. And it is to be ob- 
1[Fſerved that the Prophet, though juſtice 
al $5 £9 be loved, yer doth not fay Love 
nl W#/f/ce, bur Love mercy , becaule he | 
2 Eyould recommend it to our deareſt 

ﬀecRtions, For there are more juſt 

wey, then there are mercifull in the | 
Wyorld , it being eaſier to give men |} 
cir own, then to beſtow upon them | 
11 What is ozrs, Oh, to part with this 
; | arth, this Idol of Gold and Silver, is 
28 bard leflon : co give to him that asks, 
todo good to him that doth evil to us, 
[Ws an harſh ſaying. But remember 
What Zachews ſaith, Luk. 19.8. Not 
ply 1reftore four fold to him whom I have 

onged ; but half of my goods I give 
the poor, Of ſucha charitable diſ- 
polition muſt you be,if you hope to go 
»4]to heaven, and care no more for riches | 
Witten do your little children. You muſt 
+{{aot make hard bargains with poor 
men, nor think every penny overplus 
-1$00 much for them. You muſt uſe 
|| Ff 4 ſomerimes | 
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ſometimes to give more then you have] 
agreed for , that ſo you may be ready} 
and diſpoſed to do an a& of chari 4 | 
when che poor call for it. I know it hathyſp 
been frequently pleaded; that the times} 
are hard and dangerous, and that mens]! 
eſtates are much- impoveriſhed. Bug 
then ( 1) they are harder you may bg 
lure with the: poor, if they be hard 
with you who are rich, It they make 
you cry, they make them groan. 1f 
they pinch your purſe, then they 
{ queeze and drain their very houſes, 
And(2)metcitulneſs is the way to make 
them betcer. When they have madeus}' 
better and become more charitable, | 
then they themſelves will grow better,} 


: 


| give away t0 them that need. For it1s [ 


& become more peaceable. He that hath 
a bountifull eye ſhail be bleſſed, He that 
hath mercy upon the poor, happy is be,| 
Prov. 14. 21, Prov. 32.9. And 
( 3) the worſe and more dangerous 
they are, the leſs we ſhould he in love} 
with riches, and the more we ſhould 


lI;kely we cannot keep them or by giv-/ 
ing ſome away we mas ſecure the reſt, 
As men that are afraid their goods _ 

of 


te. 


UMI 
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relbe loſt by ſtorms at Sea, give ſo much 
yin the bundred to aſſure them ; ſo 
{| hould we aſſure our goods and eſtates 
wich God whea the times are tempe- 
['Fltuous, by giving him a large ſumm for 

Ws uſes. A wiſer man then any of us 
pakes the badneſs of the times an ar- 
zwument unto charity, howſoever now 
tis a motive to many to ſhut their | 
ands. Give 4 portion to ſeven, and alſo 


b 


jo eight, for thou knoweſt not what evill 
hall be upon the earth, Ecclel. 11. 2. 
His meaning is, the time may come 

eWwhen chy treaſure ſhall be taken from 

s| 

p 


thee, and how much better is it to part 
Witch them voluntarily 2 Trou canſt 
| Minot tell how much dan-er all thou haſt 
b| Fſwill bein : and therefore ir is wiſdom 
#| Fito intruſt God with it, and give him 
| Fiomerhing in hand, that he may ſave 
I | Withe reſt. And ( 4.) if God do not 
$| Fave thy riches, yer he may wonder- 
el Fifully ſave thee. For he hath promi- 
| {fed ( Pſal. 41.1, 2.3.) to preſerve 
| Fithe merciful men in tiffie of trouble 
tand ſickneſs. Or(5 ) it he rake ſuch 
men away,it is when he intends to de 
{troy a place, and then who would x 
' Ire 


| The Epitorre of mans Duty. 
fire to live? Ia. 57. 2. If they b 'F 
taken away from the evil to come; 1/ 
then death doth them a great deal offifl 
( g00d,and Godis very merciful to fach|\l 
merciful men,in nor letting them ſee]! 
the deſolation of their countrey. To] 
all which add, that while we live, | 
have no more then we do enjoy, and then| 
wegive away for Gods ſake. And there] 
is5no leſs of mercy in forgiving of men; | 
chen in 9ivins to them, in paſſing by] 
the evil they do to us, "then in coin) | 
200d to them ; but leſt this diſcourſe} 
ſhould proceed to over great a length, || 
I muſt leave you'to judge how mach} 
we ſhould love it by what hath been] 
ſaid of this. | 1 
And thirdly, | And then thirdly for walking hum-] 
bumble walk- | 6/y with God, let me only ſuggeſt] 
| ing wit C9] cheſe two things from the word walk, 
e joync X —_— - 
| with them | Which I have not yet taken notice of; 
bor, Firſt, it ſignifies more then one ſingle] 
act,and engages us to a continued mo- 
tion in the wgyes -of humility. Out 
demeanour towards God muſt be a life 
of lowlineſs, meekneſs and patience 
a courſe of contentedneſs and ſobriety, 
modeſty and moderation ; a conſtant| 
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Werics of ſuch ations as I haveinamed. ; 
And if we think to come to heaven | 
| | by taking a ſtep or two in this way, 
Yor by fierce running at ſometimes; we 
ol | all be but like ro a traveller who 
| ts ſtill che moſt of his day,and thinks 
Fo come to his journeys end by ſome 
| eoden ſpurtrs toward night, To main+! 
'Mitain a conftane ſenſe ot our depen-- 
| Fdance on God; a continual converſe: 
| Wvich him: 8 to-have a perpergal care in 
1 Fall chings to pleaſe him, by conforming | 
#1 our wills to him s are things {o. 
neceſſary ,, that we are but” fortd- 
| z4! Chriſtians wichone them. And 
| Wiſeconaly, to walk humbly fignifies more 


| 


ji then an inward perſwafion,and'denotes 


: 
5 4 
© £ 


Efotnething ofitward chat is to be ſeen 
[by the world. © God will not accept 
| of that which people call a good heart, 
Ez pious refotution and righe meaning z 
But he will have us walk before all men 
in-the way of his commandments, and 
publiquely appear in oppoſition tothe 
wickedneſs thiat'is in the world. If we 
think one thing and do another, the 
greater is thie fini,& the greater will be 
i 7 condemnation , becauſe we know 
lo well and do fo ill. Not 


| 


- 


. 
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Theſe things 
wuſt be done, 
and not only | 
praiſcd, 


_ commend -the holy hill of God, 


R———_ 


| Not to mention any thing belides| 

| that may be included in the phraſes. I| 
beſeech you put theſe things in pra-h 
Ctice. I have perſwaded you enough;[f| 
do bur perſwade your ſelves. All men} 
commend juſtice,yet they dounjuſtly;|{ 
| Vertue hath every ones good word]: 
| though they live ungodlily. Theſ 
| proud man commends humility and | 
the covetous man praiſes Charityzand|/ 
the unrighteous man ſpeaks for, ho-}/ 
neſty, Men complement with godlis| 
neſs, and they court vertue, but.none||| 
will have her. She is poor, and will 
not conſent to their baſe defires ; and 
{o chough they extoll her beauty; they] 

| will none of her. So in-/taly they have} 
'a'proverb..among the hasbandmen ;| 
laudanars:ſſci montes,” ſed 2 plamitie j- 
recedendum, - Commend the monnt ains,\ 
but live in the wallies. [tis fine {weet 

air that breaths on the top of hills 
and affords a pleaſant wholſome dwel-| : 
ling; butkeep there where moſt pro- 
fir dwells, » and that is in the bot- 
tom. Iris ſad that men (ſhould ex-|. 
tend (uch-a proverb as far as heaven, 


and 
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les and all the graces and pleaſures chat ' 
ItFiftand on the top of ir, burreſolyeſtill 
Fto dwell below, and love the things 
Fthat are beneath, berter then all chote 
Fſthar are above. Yea thou gh it bea meer 
Manoghill, they will embrace ir, if it be 
{but fat, and will yield them plenty of 
worldly increaſe. They like goodneſs 
Iyhen they conſider ir alone ; but 
{when they conſider it wich other 
things, they rake their eaſe and profic 
{ro be much better. So Soph: cles (aid 


y 


[Fin that advice which too many tollow, 


w—T: wv 
Aingi Cap al; 61, Te + xaed aut 10 £8. 


Nl Pra'ſe righteouſneſs, but flick faſt to thy 
| gain. Let it have thy good word, 
Woo as thou ſeeſt good tor thy felf, 
*[But I belteech him that readeth theſe 
thi-gs,thac by what hath been ſaid, he 
& |xould riſe above approbations and 
[4 |commend.itions of godlineſs, and 
"Theartil: [ubject himſelt unto che Pow- 
-|er of it; Or it he love a ſofter word, 


tit, let the match now be made up, 
Pif he be zet but a complerenter 1n 


Os. 
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T | ler him embraceit, and marry himſelf 
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They muſt 
nor be divided 
'| from each 
other, 


Plato in Cri- 
Tone. 


ot os yg - 
oy £4 FIT 
os: 0% Umrd'- 
C0v7 64, 


wards men. God will give him go} 
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Religion, and not really wedded toj 
I will only add, thar all thoſe three 


| are ſo linked and chain'd togetber,th; 1 t 


they are inſeparable, and. we canng 
oake one but we muſt have all. 

cannot walk hambly with God who ohe 
ſeryes not all the rules of jeſtice and 
common. honeſty, with mercy allo tg] 


thanks that goes againſt bis con (cience| 
and known Lays to do him fervice;| 


(as they are pleaſed ro tile. it. ) No,| 
wi): n<Js,&. Let neither thy chil» 
dren (ſaith Plato ) or thy life, nor any} 
thing elſe be deerer to thee chen Juſtice, þ 

that thou mayſt have wherewith to| 
anſwer for thy ſelf when thou comelt 
« «Þ« into the other world., Elſe we 
( ſay the Laws which he there inro- 
duces ſpeaking their part ) ſhall he]. 
thy enemies, and more then we, | 


detleger Eager eur Brethren will be] - 
againſt thee+ the Laws in that world 
will not courteouſly receive and treat |: 


thee. 
And then onthe other fide,we can-| 


not be juſt and mercifull to men, unleſs | 


[8 walk humbly with God, Juſtice 1t| 
ſelf|- 


_———— 
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it; k f ſhould ſpring from a ſenſe that we 


reefare undera divine Law, and are ſub-! 
hariects to the heavenly Soveraign, And 
10k e godlinels is but a piece of juſtice 

Eoward God, as honeſt dealing in af- 
bþe/Mgairs of the worldis juſticetoward men, 
nd/We do a manifeſt wrong to God;and 


geal diſhoneſtly with him, if we de- 
tain . from him ſolemn and conſtant 
worſhip of him. We are baſe cheaters 
& defrauders , when welet our world- 


T1 |} | 

0, ly buſtneſs,though never fo juſtly ma- 

[-}{paged, rob God of our beſt thoughts 

y and aftetions. And what bigh-way 

Y; robbers then and notorious felons 

o| Mare thoſe who ſuffer "their ſports and | 
t| F{pleaſures,if not their more beaſtly luſts | 
*| Fijto do violence to all religious duties ? | 


Many of this ſort are fo highly inju- 
Frious to God, that they not only ſteal 
"Fall they can from godlineſs and piety, 
Fbut they wound and ſtab it with the 
{word of their tongues; and if they 
[were able, would ſtrike it dead,as they 
ofr-times leave it gaſping for lite. | 
{And this they do with an high hand 
and great inſolency ; as if thoſe who 
moſt humbly ſubmic chemſelves toall 
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Chrifts commands, and are moſt fear 
full of doing any wrong to God, were: 
to be eſteemed our greateſt enemies 
and thoſe that ſhould ſuffer all wrong 
from men. That Noble Philoſopher 

I juſt now mentioned, hath a leſſon for 
chem as well as for the former,it they} 
will be fo juſt either ro God or them: 
ſelves as to learn it : 1» z»y opinion 
(ſaith he) piety and holineſs about the| 
ſervice and worſhip of God u one part of| 
Juſt:ce ;, andthe othts part of it is con-| 
cerned in the ſerving of men. Let nol 
man therefore orice himſelf in ctiis, 
that he 1s not, lyable co the charge of 

| any creature, when God hath ſo much] 
Plato inEnthy= | tO (ay againſt him for neglect of pray-|ſ 
1/0 5| ing to him, reading his word, praiſ- | 
E%e274, 75 | 10g him for every good thing he re- ji 
wigs 7 Ji» | ceives, if not mocking at all theſe. | 
is far | Andlet this be eſteemed trae excellen- | 


cuTiEts TEW : 
3:0y, m3 = Cy ( which we ſhould have the fortt- 
Tw Toy <t2 tyde to maintain in the worſt of times) 


vS2dTHacy,&c. 
" "not ts bluſh at Chriſtian wertwes, not 10 


| boaſt of moral ones, 

| 3. And when we have done what 
\we can upon our ſelves and thoſe un- 
der us, then ler us pray for othe'S 3] 


el pecraliy 
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rWeſpecially choſe that rule us, that we 1: I; 
may have juſt, mercifull and religious 'c;ac;pai for 
Governours. Our prayers will be the | cur Rulers, 

ore acceptable for them, when we _ ry 
pray but for that which we do our | things, 
ſelves in our own places; and their | 
juſtice and goodneſs will be the more | 
{weet to us, when ir is the fruit of our | 
earneſt prayers. Let us beſeech there- 
fore the great Lord and Governour of 
he world who rules the Nations in 
righteouſneſs and truth, that all thoſe 
whodo or ſhall bear any part inthe go- 
yernment of theſe Lands,may be ſuch 
as will cake away no mans rights, de- 
hb Ffend our Laws, pitty the poor, and not 

- \Fexa& great fums meerly to ſupport 

- their own greatneſs. Let us pray that 

* {thoſe may rule, us who are ruled by 

e |Fitheir maker, that will do goodeven to 

Fenemies, walk humbly with their | 

God, be poor in ſpirit, not given 

Ito the vanities and excefles - of the 

(world ; that will ſympathize with a 

poor Nation 1n its poverty , pitty 1t 

[miſeries; not prodigally waſt its trea- | 

(fares : and ſuch as will love Religion, : 

land make the worſhip of God re- | 


G g verent. : 
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See alſo Prove 
23. 15, 16. 
P70v. 29. 


| | 14. Prov. 20. 


23. Ans 5. 
I45 IF- 
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verent and the pradtice of all Chriſtian 
duties had in high eſteem, 

Such Rulers the Lord will love ang 
bleſs : and both Prince and people will 
| feel the blefling cliat is iv.chem, For lg] 

the wiſeſt Kag chat ever was tells us, 
| Prov. 25+ 5. 1hat if the wicked be take I 
roms before the King, hs throve (hall WK 
efabliſhed in righicouſneſs. And if ul 
be ſo eſtabliſhed, then the K:ng li 
judgement eflabliſheth the Land, Prov if | 
29. 4. All the people rejoyce whey tbe | 
| righteous are in authority ; and by a ma 
if under ſtanding and knowledge the. 
fate of a land is prolonged, Prov.29.2 [: | 
28. 2. That which che Biſhop of Z&J, 
v4 ſaid to theeſtates of Portugal at+ 
ter they had reſtored chat family tothe|', 
Crown which had long been excl 
by the Spaniard, is the greateſt com- | 
mendation of a Prince to the peoples| t 
aftetion,next to true piety ; His Me 
jeſty { ſaid he) deth not eſteem thſe th. 5 
hates lawfall which were paid in tears |, 
and i will not reign over your goods, nar | F 
over your heads , nor over your privi-| 
ledges, but over your bearts, He that|; 
by ſuch a government as this doth ſeat] 


| _ bimſelf/'F 
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*\Wimſelt in the affetion of God and 
Is people : bis throne ſhall be eftabliſh- 
1H for ever, and his children are bleſſed 
Wſter him, Prov. 29, 14. 20.7,8. I 
conclude this with the words of 
We ſame wiſe Kine, which concern 
Wrery man of us: He that followeth 
er righteouſneſs and mercy , findeth 
Wit, rizhteouſueſs and honour,ch 21.21, 

ly humility and the fear of the Lord, 

riches,and hoyour,and hife,Pro.22.4. 


And when God hath heard theſe 


17 ee 


\ 


Wd righteous, wercifull and render of 
ll mens intereſts and concernments ; 
Sad chat walk with God, not living in 
[Wy fin; and that walk humbly with 
'm, not being puft up with a con- 
Fic of cheir own godlineſs: That 
We neither ungodly themſelves, nor 
"Fall all others ungodly who are not of 
'[Feic mind ; That love not thoſe who 
Fe bad ; nor ſcorn any that are good 
"Wand in brief, that are nor ſwoln with 
xelief of their own excellencies, nor 
| own heady and proud in opinions ; 
I TEE 


4 
: 


The fizth O2- | Es, when 1 have but briefly opened 


ſervation, 


[= | 
| [ Shall not exerciſe the Readers pa- 
| 


but men of a ſober Religion roward 
God, joyned with juſtice and charity} 
toward man. | 


A 
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tience any longer about theſe mat- 


the ſixth obſervation which naturally 
| arriſes from the diſcourſe of the Pro- 
| phet, viz. That theſe things [to do juſt-|l 
ly, to love mercy, to walk bumbly] 
with God 7 were alwayes more wvalued\i 
by God then Sacrifices , or any other bodi- 
ly ( theugh coſtly ) ſervices. It is the ve- 
ry intent of the man of God in this 
place to diſparage all outward worſhip 
though of Gods own appointment 
( and much more all their own deviſed 


ſervices) if it were not joyned with 


true purity of heart and piety of life. 


| For there is nothing reaches the ſoul 
but theſe things that I have been treat- 
ing of z nothing bur theſe conform us 
unto God,who isa pure ſpirit: nothing 
1severlaſting and of an immortal nd- 
cure but this image of God, and rhere- 
ou this he would work in us chat we 

may | 


— —— 
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[may be bleſſed. Burt Inced not pro- 
Wiceed in this manner to give you the 
reaſon of it,you will preſently conclude 
the truth ot the obſeryation it I do bur 
ſhew you firſt that theſe are the things 
a- [which God always required above all 
t- {che other:and ſecondly thar all the other 


ed|things cid tend to the advancement 
ly \Fof theſe. You may well expect I 
o- ſhould take chis method , for your 
t-[Flown ſouls -will bid you enquire, why 
ly|}{God did appoint ſacrifices, circum- 


Icifion , abundance of waſhings , and 
other ceremonies,it he was not mighti- 
ily pleaſed with them. 


that God was not pleaſed with facri- 
fices and things of that nature , ſe- 


neſs : but that rather they were an 
abomination to him aad like the ſtink- 
ing carkaſs without the ſoul, when fo 


t-N{eparated. | 


$8 1. Look into the times before the 
8 law, 8& you ſhall ſee that there is no bo- 
- dy commended for offering ſacrifices, 
-Fjor tor loving any of theſe outward 
ſhadows, bur only for cheſe ſubſtanrial 


Two things to 


be proved, 


Therefore firſt I (hall demonſtrate 


parated from juſtice, mercy-and god!i- |. 


Gg 3 ver tues 


I» Sacrifices 
not fo plea- 
ſing as holi- 
nels. 
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vertues which my Text ipeaks of, IrÞF 
is ſaid of Enoch,that he walked with God 
'Proved from | 474 #448 God took him, Gen. 5: 22, 24% 
rkerimes be- | but it 15 not ſaid that he was very libe-P' 
| fore the Lav. | rali in {laying of beaſts, and that he af 
' [cended'ro heaven in the ſmoak of fa-| 
crifices. And it is ſaid of Noah, that hel 
w.1s 4 juſt man and perfett in his geners ig | 
tions,and one that walked withGod, Genil i 
6.9, bur nothing is there faid where]; 
he 1s commended of building Altars,|\ 
and making great ſtore of oblations tol' 
God. 'Though they did theſe things,} 
and-it is recorded of them that they} 
didthem: yet their character is not} 
fetchr from ſuch things, nor do you! 
read that God commends them upoti} 
| their account, And ſo of Abraham, 
it is ſaid chat he left his own countrey| 
and believed God : and this ſaith the 
Apoſtle, was accounted to him for 
righteouſneſs. His high thoughts of} 
God, his ſubmiſfion to him, his depen+| 
dance on him, bis forſaking all for him, 
his truſting of life and every thing he] 
had in his hands:his obeying God;and| I 
following of him whitherſovever he]. 
would lead him : and in ſhort his yrs | 
ute 


ah —_ 
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pee reſignation of himſelf, child, ind 
things elſe ro Gods will - Theſe 
re the aRts for which God account- 
g.him-his friend.. But we-do not read 
a(: God or the Apoſtle commend 
2-1 Wim for being circumciſed : no, ctr- 
ol pwrecifion was but the ſeal of the righte-| 
buſneſs of that fatth which he had in 
nl. | ircumcifion, Rom. 4. It. ze. Itdid 
«| but ceſtifie to him that his faith was 
rs, good and ſound, becauſe God hereby 
0 Ytook him into a covenant with himſelf: 
r, 1t was that mark and outward to- 
—_— God did afſure him of 
his acceptance into a covenant of great 
bleſſings for himſelf and ſeed, becauſe 
he had believed on him, and was righ- 
[teoys before him. 

| - 2. And not-to proceed any further 
to others that ſucceededpreſently af- |And fromthe 
him, but to look tothe time of the | cc 1.14 was 

w - You may obſerve that the zen given. 
ky regs were given by God be- 
[fore he gave any ot "the other Laws, | 
Exod. 20. And likewiſe: you may take 
[notice of the ordinary ſtyle of Hoſes 
Ylabcn he ſpeaks of theſe things, which 
"Fjruns thus ; Theſe are the Command- 
Gg4 ments, 
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ments, the Statutes and tbe judgements;| 
Deur. 6. 1. or keep his Commanaments;i| 
his Statutes aud judgements, Deurt; 
30. 14+. the like to. which you may} 
read, Mal. 4. 4. Inall which places,and}'l 
many other, Commandments . are put} 
firſt , which word comprehends the] 
' moral 'and everlaſting precepts - ts 


chen follows Sratutes,which denotes the] 
Ordinances ..and inſtitutions abour}| 
Gods Worſhip ; and after that Fuage-| 
ments ,which {1gnifies the Laws about] 

matters of civil right, both which were] 
alcerable and nor eternal. Yea the' 
whole |book of Deuteronomy ( or the| 
ſecond Law. as the word fignifies) ſeems] | 
to be. added atter the other, to teach} I 
them that it was obedience to his vajce] | 
| in all things that God-did moſt re- | 
gard. And therefore NaJianJen rec- 

koning up the priviledges of the Jews;| 
ſaith chat they had Tas vqubviolar, a 
double giving of the Law, 0r4t,43s 
one © y5444 in the Letter,the other| 
& wean 10 the Spirit, Which may" 
be interpreted of that in mount: 
S$:nat , and of the other in the plains 


of Fordan. 
3. And 


— 


{purity and integriry -of foul : a ſpiri- 
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| 3. Andſo after the Law was given, 

the people of God underftood thar 
he things chiefly intended by him, 
\Fwere their inward mortification, their 


"Firual worſhip, and a life of remperance, 
| ſobriety, juſtice, mercy, humility and * 
[all other vercues.' * Fo this there are 

a multitude of places'in/boly Writ that 

| will ceſtifie and bear witneſs. Hath 
Yi the Lord as great pleaſure (ſaith Samuel) 
[in burnt offerings ' and ſacrifices, as in 
| obeying the woice of the'Lord ? Behold, 
by obey i betttr then ſacrifice , and to 
| bearken thew the fat of ramms. For 
Wi rebellion 45 ar- the fin of witchcraft, and 


i 
it 


| God was delighted,if they feaſted him 
with a multitude of ſacrifices, and that 
F | dorhing diſtaſted him if they had”a 


preateſt 'pleaſure in 4h hearty obedi- 


Bi fubborneſs- is! & iniquity and idulatry, 
11 Sam. 15. 22,23, Saul thonghr that 


care not 'to-"entertain 1dols with'rhe 
1 good chear at the Altar : and therefore - 
| | Samuel res him that' God rook the 
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And from the 
ſucceeding 
Ages. 


| 


Samuel a wits 
neſs of it- 


ence'to his commands, which was bet-| .. 
| ter then all che outward worſhip that 


he had appointed , and that rebellion 
againſt 


em 


as. | _—_— 
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againſt Gods conimands, was as bad as |" 
{ Idolatry and worſhipping of ſtocks and}! 

ſtones, From-the Prophet Samwel let | 
us £0 to 4ſ«ph,who lived not longiaf={/ 
ter, and he tells us, Pſa. 50. 7,8,1'F 
9, &c. that God did not: hanger atrer 
the fleſh of beaſts. and toul, nor thirſt|. 
after the blood, of Bulls and Goats :| 
nor did he fall out with them for che] 
negle& of this kind of fervicez bue|' 
that which he required of them was to; 
ray. to him, and: praiſe him, - and} 
rform all their vows -promiles| 
to him, which was the beſt. of offe-| 
rings, ver. 14, 15, And that which he}! F 
reproves and chides them. for ,. was} | 
that they hated inſtruction; :and made} 
nothing of all /his commands for the] ' 
| regulating of their words, deſires and; 
aQions, ver. 16,17, 18, e&#c.. He asks| 
them how they dare be ſo: impudent}' 
[as to pretend be in covenant with] 
him - ( though they broaght him never 
ſo many fat {acrifices)ſeeing they could | - 
not _indure. any ,of his counſels, but} 
were-unjuſt, unclean, lyers, ſwearerss 
{landerers and backbiters. ' As long 


as their evil afteRions and defires were: 
u1mor- 


— 


W 
«WY 

| 
x5 


— 


1 
) 
| Þ lighteſt not in burnt-offerings.The $Sacri- 


1 
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$ 
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i pnmertified, he cared nor for the dearb 
of ſo many of his creatures. And ſo you 
1, jaay read the ſenſe of David in' the 
\Fnext Pſalm, Pſal.51.15,16,17. OLord 


T5 


'Blopen my lips, and my mouth ſhall ſhew 
orth thy praiſe, For thou deſireſt not 
ſacrifice, elſe would 1 give it : thou de- 


= 
. 


| fices of God,are 4 brokes ſpirit , a broken 

' | and a contrite heart O God theuwilt not 
deſpiſe. There were no Sacrifices in- 
deed appointed for murder and adul- 
| tery (to which he hath a particulgr 
reſpet) but they made a man ob- 
F{ noxious to death by <Aoſes his Law; 


Yet he ſaith in General, that God did 
not delight in burnt-offerings,and ſo his 
{words may be extended farther than 
{that one caſe of 'his, That which 
pleaſed God was holy praiſes, and the 
ſacrifices of.- a broken heart and con- 
trite ſpirit. There may be an alluſion to 
the ceremonial worſhip in the words 
broken & contrites the former of which 
may refer to the ſacrifice of beaſts,the 
latter tothe perfume that was put be- 
fore the teſtimony of theTabernacle of 

the Congregation, Ex0.30.35,36.And 
| the 
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the words may fignifie as if he had{ | 
ſaid, that brokenneſs of -heart, and an} 
holy ſhivering of the ſpirir in pieces} 
ſo that it ſhall never be ſet together in}: 
the ſame frame wherein it was before,|'l 
is far better then the cutting and| 

chopping of the fleſh of beaſts in 

pieces. And as ſpices when they]. 
'\are beaten, ſmell the ſweereſt , 
ſo when your hearts are thus bruiſed|' 
and laid in their own duſt by fin- 
cere contrition , it is a more grate- 
full perfume to me then the beaten 
| ſpices which were called moſt holy:| 
If you look likewiſe into Pſal. 69.\ 
39,37, You thall find that to praiſe 
God with a ſoug, and magnifie him with 
thanksgiving, pleaſe the Lord better they 
an Ox, or Bullock that hath horns and. 
hoofs, From him paſs to Solomon his 
ſon, who is of the ſame judgement 
for he ſaith expreſly, 7hat to ds juſtice 
And Sotomen, | 494 judgement is more acceptable 19 the 
| | Lordthen Sacrifice, Prov. 21. 3. Yea 
that the ſacrifice of the wicked is an abo- 
| ination to the Lord, eſpecially when he 
bringeth it with 4 wicked mind; v. 27 


And therefore in Eccleſ, 5. 1. he bids] 
us 


2. 6 A q 
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'F jus be more ready to hear (3. e. to obey) 
| then to offer the ſacrifices of fools. A fool 
*$is one that hath a body without a ſoul : 
${and ſuch a carkaſs of religion are all 
'Tifacrifices without obedience: A meer 

1Skin and husk of devotion, which God | 


can no more be pleaſed with, then we 
are with the gifts of a fool, who knows 
not what he doth. If trom thence 
you pals to the Prophet 1/aieb, he 
ſpeaks ſo fully ro my purpoſe in the 
firſt chapter from the eleventh verſe 


to the twenty-firſt that I need nor 


gloſs upon his words. Arid chap. 63. 
1, 2, 3+ the Lord tells that people who 


1boafted ſo much that they had pro- 
| vided him with an houſe, and furniſh- 


ed his table continually with ſacrifices, 
I need no houſe, nor am I beholden to 


and the earth are mine, AndI tell you 
there is no man loves me like to. him 
that is poor in Spirit, humble and obe- 
dient ro my word. Though you think 
that you pleaſe me mightily by the 
large proviſion you make at my houſe: 


| |believeit, without this contrition, po- 


yerty and holy trembling. at my com- 
. | mands, 


you for a dwelling z for the heavens 


And all the 
Prophets, 


F. i 
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mands;he that kills a whole Ox is ſo 
far from doing me any ſervice, that ir. 
isas bad as ana of murder ;( becauſe 


pig ro me ( which was forbidden by 
the Law to be offered )*as a lamb : 
Swines blood ( which was the moſt 
dereſtable creature among them ) is 
as good meat to me” as the very beſt 


indeed they made God but a great 
Idol, rhat could not ſee, nor hear 
their words and ations, much leſs: 
their hearts and thoughts ; and that 
would be pleaſed with any thing, and 
let them ule him as they liſt, In the 
Prophet Feremiah alſo che Lord com- 


his words, nor to his law, but rejected: 


to this exprobration, that they had been 
very obedient in offering of ſacrifices , 


he faith, v. 20. To what purpoſe cometh 
there to me incenſe from Sheba, and 
the ſweet cane from a far country * your 


he is an hypocrite anda baſe flatterer )| 
And you may as well bring a dog or a| 


of your oblations : And you may as| 
well fall down before an Idol and] 
bleſs, as offer to me any incenſe. For,| 


-_ — 


plains that they had not hearkned'to| 


it, 6, 19, and leſt they thould return |. 


barnt | ...l 


tt 
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| Bi Purnt offerings are not acceptable , nor 
your ſacrifices ſweet unto me : Which 
iS as if he ſhould have (aid ; Though 
you are at great coſt 'and charges 
about chis outward worſhip, yet theſe 


pea : though you terch me perfumes 
from forreign places, yer there are 
things nearer hand that are far more 
{weer unto me, And he deals 
more plainly with them, chap. 7. 21, 
232, 23. &c. ſaying, put your burnt offer- 
ings to your ſacrifices, and eat fleſh, &C. 
The burnt offerings you know were to 
de wholly conſumed inthe fire,and the 
people were to have none of them | 
but of. their peace-offerings or ſacrifices! 
moe they did eat : Now faith God, 
Take all it you will for me I care 
not for your burnt offerings : you may 
eat them your ſelves as you do the 


other commands. Never think to 
\Kflatrer me with theſe, for I can be con- 
tent if you feaſt upon them your ſelves, 
Iam not ſo greedy of yourtf ar ſacri-| 
fices as you imagine - no, | it was not 


Hare not the things that I ſo much ex-| 


reſt, ſeeing you ſo little regard my | 


[about chem that I ſpake with your fa- 
; i thers 


. ' .< 
ww 7 T ——. 
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bur this was the thing that I command. 
ed them, that they ſhould obey my 


leave of Pharaoh ( may ſome ſay ) to 
g0 and offer Sacrifices in the wilder- 
neſs 2 and did not God give them a 
Law about them 2 Yes, He did ſpeak 


they were to be done in conjunction 
with better obedience : and compar#- 
cively with the other things, he did not 
command them, Ir was never in- 
rended that theſe ſhould be thieir 


ſhould above all others perform :. bat 
obedience was the chief thing even iti 


words of Feremiah may be underſtood, 
I did not command your fathers 


was that they ſhould be obedient to 


Hoſ. 6.6. I defired mercy and not ſacri- 
fice, and the knowledee of God, more 


meerly concerning burn-offerings | 
and facrifices, but the thing 1 aimed] F 
ar, even in the appointing of them, 


thers when they came out of eAgypr-*| 


yoice in all things.But did not they ask| | 


to them indeed about thoſe things, but | F 


righteouſneſs, and the things that they | | 


theſe that God reſpe&ted. For ſo the] 


a M4 — 


my voice, To all this you may add|, 
char famous place cited by our Sayiout | 


they 


[ {| member that the Prophet Bzekiel 
y | $1] ſpeaks any thing of this matter - 
k| $4 which mighc be perhaps, becauſe he 


' ${him with their Sacrifices ( as their an- 


' {made him ſerve with their fins, and 


The Epitome of mans Duty, 
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ſrrote in the land of their Captivity, 
| where ſacrifices were not offered, Bur 
qleſt thole of the captivity ſh »uld 
qchink as their fore-fathers had done, 
{that their ſacrifices were the things 
chat he maſt delighted in : and that 
{therefore he brought them from Baby- 
1/on that they might offer them rohim: 
He tells them, 1/4. 43. 23, 24, that 
{ chey had not brought him any Sacri- 
{ fices, nor honoured him with any 
offerings ſince they came to Babylon, 
[and yet he would deliver them, which 
was a fign that thoſe were not the 
{things which he ſtood ſo much upon. 
| No, inſtead of loading and wearying 


ceſtors had done) they had rather 


| wearied him with their iniquities z So 
|that it was-only for his own names 
{fake that he blotted our their tranſgre(- 
fions,and did not remember their 6ns, 
v.25, And to conclude, an honeſt 


| hen burnt offerings. 1 do not re- | 


Hh Scribe 


Do I CAGES 


a 


II3 


Y. Hierod, | the love of our neighbour. T might 
” 4%. ' add the fenſe of ſober heathens, who: 
Pho Aleks, thought that no ſacrifice would pleaſe 
3. Euſtb. .z3. God, but the oblation of a deyout 
+ Si | ſoul-ro him + and who looked upon 
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when he makes this reply to one of our 


4; none. other bnt be. And to love hims with 


and to love bis neigbbour as himſelf | ts 


ſacrifices, Mark. 12, 32, 33. Where we 
have'a tull confirmation of the words 
in my text. and of that alſo which was 


ſtion-of this Scribe is, which is the firſ 
commandment of all? and our Sayiour 
doth not ſay,to offer Sacrifices, which 
[1s neither fr 
But tolove God he ſaith,is the prime 
and chiefeſt of all, and next to that is 


Ie Tves Te:g)y the food of the 


theſe burne offerings but as a needleſs 


all the heart with all theunaerflanding, | 
& withall the ſoul & with all the ſtrength, | | 


f nor ſecond neither :| 


Y - 
— — ' 
| © 3 


Scribe-in our Saviours time acknow-|| 
ledeesFthe truth of all that I have faid;| F 


Lords anſwers; There #s oneGod,and i/ ert | 


more then all whole burnt offerings and 


ſaid alittle before, that theſe duties, conv | 
tained in the ten commandments, are| I 


the fr# and chiefeſt of all. For the Que | | 


| ve 


fire, 


——.— 


_—_—— 


8 | Juſt bounds of this diſcourſe,confider- 

© [ing alfo chat there remains ſomething 

* | due to that great enquiry , which ls, 

; | For what end were they and ſuch like 

| [things appointed by God,if they werc 
| nor very pleaſing to him ? | 


4 | | 
IF HE truth is, thoſe heathens 


} [notion fo far, as to condemn all ſacrifi- 
| |.ces; * ſome of them ont of Igno- 
F | rance of their trne uſe, and others out 
| of talſe principles which they had im- 


| lends, and keeping only to the purpoſe | 


| |rend to keep men from fin, and to ad- 
| Vance juſtice, charity and piety. 


| though there was the very ſpirit and | 
{| reaſon of theſe thiee rhings in che 
+ | threefold ſacrifices that were appoint- | 


| 
fre, and nouriſhment of the flame: | 
but then I ſhould too much exceed the 
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did commonly ſtretch this 


bibed , and therefore ( waving other 
of my text) I laid down this as a 


Second truth to be proved, that Sacri- 
fices and ſuch like outward ſervices, did 


1. And fiiſt it ſeems to me as 


ed. Their ſin-offerings which were to re- | 


Hh 2 __concile * 


I13 


— 


Sacrifices 


tended ro pro= 


more toward 
holineſs, 


* V. Enſeh. 


L. FT Prepar. | 
Evang. Cap. ! 


I0, I 4. 


| 


q 
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concile withall, may be looked upon F || 
as a piece of Fuſtice, and to be given}? 


| 


the offences and wrongs done unto} | 
him, And the peace»offerings, as al/* 

piece of love and gratitude to God 
the author of all Mercies : and as'a 
peice of charity and kindneſs to the 


ments that -he was their great Land-\, 
lord of whom they held the land of Cas| 
naas, and from whom they received| 
whatſoever they did enjoy. 

2. And ſo Secondly their Sacrifices 
taughe them to confider that they 
ſhould conſecrate and offer themſelves | 
unto him , ſeeing that they were his, | 
no leſs then their ſheep or calves| | 
which they brought to his Altar. |-F 
Theſe ſacrifices being their tribute 
which they paid to their ſapream 
Lord, cid expreſs that they were tyed 
ro him in any ſervices that he would 
require of them, They could not' 
think that he would be pleaſed with| 


| an 


bo 
A —_y 0 


by way- of ſatisfaftion unto God: forj\'F 


poor, who in many caſes were parta-| | 
kers of them. And then their whole} F 
burut-offerings were tokens of their| F 
obedience, and humble acknowledge-|. F 


i 
+ + 
x: 

: 
$ 
' 
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- 
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, 
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"Fall cheirs were engaged to him. 


{tru 
| fulneſs of fin, and che guilt which it 
| brought upon thoſe that did commit |. 
' if, 
{theſe poor creatures ſhould ſuffer for 


]continued in ir, 
|eafie to ſhew, that there was no pu- 
{niſhment threatned tor the breach of 
any of the rex commandments,wherher 
|ſtoning, or (tranowlation, or cutting of 


| 
; 


or . 
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{$140 Ox, more then with a man, and 
F{char be would hold them excufed if 
1 Fjthey rebelled againſt him, ro whom 
1"Fjchey made cheſe conſtant acknow- 


[ledgments. They did not hereby 


| were indebred : They were not dil- 


| pay their debts, bur confeſs that they 
| charged by theſe from all obligations, 


| but ceſtified a ſenſe cbat they and 


. 3. And Thirdly, they promoted 
lineſs as they ſhewed the hare- 


For what need was there that 


their faults, if God was not much of- 
tended by their diſobedience The 
cries and ſtruglings of the beaſts might 


|purchemin .mind what neceſſity fin 
{brought upon them of ſuffering, and 


how. cruelly it would uſe thole who 
And it would be 


the throat, or burning \ for there were 


Hh 3 bur 


15 | 
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lin the death of theſe beaſt;, which: 


. | ther in whole or in part upon the Al-J 


| pline of God, and taught by ſuch holy 


| The Epitomeof mans Duty. = W. 
bur theſe foxr ) bat it was repreſented: F 


were thrown on the pavement, tyed 
about the throat, {lain and burned ej-|- 


tar, 

4 And fourthly theſe Sacrifices|. 
and all. other Qutward ceremonies 
might well teach them how far they] 'F 
'onght to keep from all inward 
difilements, who were to be ſo remote 
from all fleſbly pollucions. > 5 
that were under ſuch a conſtant Mfc 


men, could not whichout a ſtrange 
negle@ be ſo ſottiſhly ſtupid as to ima- | 
gine that God took no care of the ſoul,| | 
who would have the body ſo clean and 
pure. Tf a beaſt muſt not have any 
blemiſh'in it, nor the man that offer- 
ed it any legal uncleaneſs upon him: 
he might ealily think that God expe- 
Cted his mind ſhould be holy, and not 
ina worſe condition then his beaſt' or 
his body. If they were to waſh them- 
ſelves and their ſacrifices, then the 
ſoul ſure was not to be dirty and im- 


pure. If they were to be ſeperated 
rom 


- 
MI 
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| | partake wjch them in their fins and im- 


'F | clean creatures allowed by God to be 


| znigmartical -and figurative meaning, 


''Þ {from all unclean perſons, then much 
© | more from bad company. 


And it 
they might not ſo much as eat with a 


Gentile, then much leſs might they 


pieties. I know not what truth there 
is in che obſervation of Evlogzus ; but 
be wonders why there being fo many 


eaten in the Law, there were only 
five, ( v7, a Goat, a Sheep, an Ox 
a Turtle and a Pigeon) which were 
aſed in ſacrifices ; unleſs 1t: had an 


to denote our five ſenſes, which we are 
co purifie and cleanſe, that we may ad- 
here ro God, and be fit to draw near 
unto him. 
5- And therefore ff:hly we may look 
upon the law of ceremonies as an hedge 
ro the Law of moral precepts, or the 
ten commandments. Some things as, 
Ariſtoile well obſerves, are good in 
chemſclves and tobe beloved wil «v7s 
for their own fakes, and others are 
good and lovely i 73m for the ſake 
of the former z as they are either mummy 
74wv effeive and operative of them, 


Apud Photium 
1n kib'ieth . 
pag. $$7. 


Yg 
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LE, t Etbix, 


Hh 4 or 


the things that we are ſpeaking of 
were not good in themſelves, nor had 
any proper .worth in chem, as j»ſtzce, 
mercy, and humility have : yet they: 
wereof this latter ſort of goods, and 
ſerved to maintain cheſe greater things 
in their ſacredne(s, and to prohibit 
them from infringing any of the rights 
belonging unto them. God kept the 


them obſervant of leſſer injuaRtions. 
Their fear of theſe meaner offences 
was intended as a guard and ſecurity 
tothe greater ſanctions and commands, 
As a man that dare not leap over an 
hedge inco our paſture, will not yen- 
ture one would think toclimb over the 
wall into our garden : fo he that durſt 
not break through and tranſgreſs the 
| bounds of theſe outward precepts ; it 
' was to be preſumed would never beſo 


— 


bold as to tread under feet and con- 


liraelires at a great diſtance from viewP 
lating thele commands, by .making | 


_ 
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tive and guard to them; or as they] "F| 
are 707 £221 nw xwwavng' hindrances - off | 
their contraries, and forbid that which ” 
would deſtroy them, Nog though} 
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»>F/remn the more divine -Laws. God 
*F | intended mainly to preſerve the holi- 
"F | nefs of the more! laws and ſpiritual pre- 
'F | cepts: and ſohe ſet the ceremonial as 
Þ! athornie fence about them, to keep 
Fj them from being broken. Their nox 
leating of blood muſt needs make 
them to have a natural abhorrence of 
[murder ( Ger. 9.4,5.) and their not 
| marrying within ſach degrees of con- 
'F| fanguinity, was an exerciſe of- their 
chaſtity, and a great ſecurity againſt 
adultery and ſuch like wickedneſs, 
Their raking no uſe of their poor Bre- 
thren, and leaving them: the corners 
of the fields when they reaped,&c. 
wasSa means to make them wot to covet 
nor be greedy of the: world. Their 
obſerving of ſo many daies in memo 
of Gods mercies, muft needs teach 
them to have the Sabbath in great re- 
verence, which was in memory of the 
| creation of the world , and their deli- 
verance out of ,£zypt. Seeing they 
muſt break down ſo many mounds and 
banks as were caſt up about theeternal 
Law : it might reaſonably be ſuppoſed 
har they would never attempt rode- 
ſtroy 
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ſtroy it,” at leaſt nor as long as 'they 
kept theſe entire. » xi Ny 

6, And in particular theſe things|/. 
kept them from 7dolatry, which was} # 
che higheſt contempe of God thatſ | 


could be, 
Sts 2, cid waws 


They were Pars, wan, wire 
( as Nazianzen faith of}. ' 
the whole Law ) a wall ſer up berween| | 
God and Idols, to keep them from run-| 
ning unto ſtrange worſhip : A parti-| 
tion which they muſt break down be-} 
fore they and the Gods of the heathens} F 
could meet rogether. And this 
Maimon doth conceive to be the rea- 
| fon of thoſe preceprs which carry 
not their reaſon in themſelves : that 
God might make chem abhor - to 
participate in the Religion of the aati- 
ons that were about them. For he well 
obſerves, that God commands them 
ſuch things as were quite contrary 
to their practice :' ſo that' what the 
heathens loved, that they were| |} 
to abominate-: and what they 
reverenced; the —_ were | £0 
have for daily uſe'; and they 
were not ſo much as to worſhip toward] 
the ſame quarter of heayen', but 


| 


_ whereas, 


—_— 


_ 


: The Epitome of mans Duty, | 
-& | whereas the world generally had their 
| F\\holy place in the Eaſt, God placed his 
| FiilanRuary in the Weſt, But it is not 
'F | bis obſeryation alone; for Z»ftin Martyr 
EF [long before in his diſputation with the 
Few, \aith chat the Iſraelites making a 
F| golden calf and offering ſacrifice to it 

{| after the manner of «<Agyps , God did 
[accommodate himſelf ro them, and 


'ceS,that ſothey might not give away 
| his worſhip oato Ido!s. And moreplain- | 
ly in his anſwers a4 Orthodoxos ( if that 
; | book be his ) he ſaich chat the Egyprti- 
4 ans taking all living creatures (except 
| a Swine) to have ſomething of Divi- 
[nity in them : God diſtinguiſhed be- 
tween the clean and unclean, and per- 
mitted the one to be offered in facri- 
| | fice, but rhe other he forbad to be 
| [ſo muchas eaten , By both ſhewing 
- | that | they were unworthy of the 
honour or n#me of gods, which 
might eicher be {lain and eaten , or 
elle were to be reputed of as un- 
clean. 

| And Theogoret aſſerts it ſtill more 
| particularly,thar the eAgypriens wor- 


commanded chem to offer him ſacrifi- | 


Dialog. cum 
Tryph. 


Reſponſe. 35. 
ad Orthod, 
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ſhipping | i 


| 


{ 


Graec. afett. 


| 


—_— 


I22 | The Epitome of mans Daly. 


DR — 


ſhipping a Goat and a Sheep, as well as | 
a Calf or Heifer : and likewiſe hold-{; 


commanded the 1ſraelites to ſacrifice}; 


were continually {lain and eaten by |! 


( as he thinks ) that +: God would not 
ler them eat Swines fleſh, becauſe the | 
Egyptians Tov amay os vuay e&mYopere |. 
abſtaining from the reſt as gods,}|/ 
did think it lawfull to ear of this crea] 
ture only. But if it ſhould be thought 

that the e/Zeyptzans did not worſhip 'a 
Goat, as it 1s certain they did a Cow, 
yet the Tews confeſs that the Zabiz or 
Sabeans who were their near neigh- 
bours,did give divine honour to it, and 
againſt their infeftion they were no leſs 
to receive an Antidofe then againſt 
the other. And this pertaps may be 
the reaſon why God loaded them with 
ſuch a world of ceremonies, that they 


might be ſo conſtantly imployed, as 
not to have time to think of adding 
any 


ing the Taytle and Pigeon among the} F 
birds in greateſt veneration z God; || 


rheſe rather then any other, that fo |; Fj 
they might learn how vile the Religi-]-} 
[on of thoſe people was, whoſe gods |: 


them. And for this cauſe alſo it was| Þ 


* 
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+ Kfany other devices of their own or others 


|.ready. Only. bis infinite ,Wiſdom 
-made theſe things ſerve to teach them | 
higher duties, and co be ſhadows alſo 


© || | 
| I amnotnow to trear of. 


| him che very beſt, and the ſecrets of 


| Nations did, yet not after their man- 
-| ner, but ſo artificially and skilfully or- | 


| delivered. Their whole barzt offerings 


-| well carry along with them the chiet- 
[eſt of their thoughts and affe@tions, | 
you their , whole ſouls toward God, 
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to his ſervice, having enough to do al. 


of moſt glorious things tocome,which 


7. But ſeventhly, as they put them 
in mind to .conſecrate themſelves to 
God,ſo they remembred them to give 


their ſouls, For it is well obſerved 
by Cyril Alex, that though God ſut- 
fered them to. offer ſacrifices as other 


dered, that ( as Ijuſt now ſaid) they 
did voteds nulla wire &q* fnurois Thy 
ubegesr travel with the form of a ſpi- 
ritual and intelleual worſhip in their 
womb, of which they are now at laſt 


which aſcended intirely to heaven,and 
were to be choſen out of the beſt of 
their beaſts, fruits or liquors , might 


L. 9. Contra 
Fultanum. 


in 
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ſto God the Eidveyes or refns, which are} 


in whoſe ſervice they were to ff nd I 
'themfelves. And when they fac IF 
ficed peare oferings they were to give| $ 


the ſear of carnal pleaſure, and the' 
heart ( as fome think) which is che] 
fountain of all living motions, and || 
che ſear( in the ancient language ) of | 
che thoughts; and then the bloo7 of the, 

beaſt, which might well ceach them ro |Þ 
offer even their lives to him'(who gave] 
life to them') as well as all other] Þþ 
things whichwwere moſt dear in their|| 


eyes, 19 
$. To which it may be added,that rhe | | 

facrifices could not be accepred, un-| | 
leſs rhe perſos as well as the beaſt 

which he brought were clean and ho- 
ly. So tharthe offering did not make. 
him good, bur ſuppoſed him to be ſo 
already. Plutarch gives us to under-' 
ſtand how .exat the Egyptians were: 
about the red Cow which they had de- 
creed was to be offered: to Typhos, 
when he ſayes that if chere were but | 
one hair black or white,ſhe was judged 
to be «vr& unlawfull ro be offered 
in ſacrifice, Bur he tells os likewiſe, 
(in 


——_ m_ 
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(Cin the ſame place) thar-the 

\ [who brought it was to be ſound and in 
| {a good ſtate of healrh;for they rhought 
| [that that being which is moſt pure,un- 
F |defiled and without blemiſh, ought 
{ [hot ro be ſerved ys avunn, wh yu. 
| [as Umno 4, 1or0n, with bodies or 
| fouls that wete full of putrifying ſores 
[or diſeaſes, 
| the Jews wereno leſs intelligent then 
[theſe heathen; eſpecially fince God 
| [required of the man that offered them, 
| that he ſhould be ſo far from greater 
| | pollutions, that he ſhould nor lie ſo 
| much as under any ceremonial defile- 
- | ment, 


| 
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perſon 


You (cannot think that 


Or if there were any ſecret 
naughtineſs lying in his heart while his 
out ward ations were unbl.mable, yet 
the ſacrifice of ſuch a wicked man 


fore you may obſerve that after the 


\ | P(almiſt had laid, ſal 51.17, The ſacri- 
| fices of the Lord are a broken Spirit, fs. 
| | and defired* ac. eprance with. God for 
{Him and his people, wer. 18, he adds, 
| Then ſhalt thou be pleaſed with the ſa- 
| crifices of righteouſneſs, with burnt offe- 


rine , 
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wasan abomination tothe Lord, who| 
| [knows the heart, Prov. 15-8. And there- 
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ring, 8c, ver. 29, As if hehadtold|. 
us firſt, that a broken and contrite heart | F 
muſt go before, elſe no ſacrifices could} 
be accepted to do the ſoul good; and}|' 
then ſecondly, that in the time of offer- 
ing they muſt be accompanied with |. F 
righteouſneſs, i.e. the mans ſoul muſt be 
holy and devout, and have a good af- 
feRtion in it unto. God. 

| - 9, And after this they could not be 
accepted but by the mediation of the] 
Prieſt, which taught them great humi- | | 
lity, even when they were at the beſt, | | 
= in the greateſt purity of body and | 
{oul. | | 

10. And again there were ſome fins 
for which no ſacrifices would be ad-| 
mitted, nor no Prieſt could intercede ; 
which ,boch taught them humbly to 
wait on the mercy of God, that he| 
would find out a ſacrifice and a Prieft| F 
coexpiate thems- and likewile to take 
= heed how they fell into thoſe 

ns. 

11. And the ſacrifices themſelves are | 
to be conſidered asa part of their civil} 
righteouſneſs ; for by the giving of 
theſe to God, and obſerving the reſt of 

. Moſes 


# | Land of Canaan. If they kept them- 
| | | ſelves from defilements , or brought 


A. 
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| 'Þ& | Moſes his Laws they had a title to the 


| [theſe oblations, and obſerved the 


[ſaved from being cut off by the Ma- 
gSiftrate, or caſt our by God from the 
poſſeſſions that he had given them, 
But God did not intend that this 
| | |ſhogld make citizens of heaven,or give 
| | | rhem- a right co the celeſtiall inheri- 

| | raticey Canaeanirt felt being but a type 
of heaven, and theſe ricual obſervan- 
ces but ſhadows of more heavenly per- | 
formances, whereby they were co feck 
that better countrey, 

12, And yet -when they performed 
theſe ats with an holy heart, in obe- 
dience to Gods command , and as a 
{part of his will : not relying on them, 
nor contentipg themſelves with them 
alone : they might be accepted as a 
| piece of diviner righteouſneſs,as 1[aacs 
offering his ſon was, meerly becauſe 
| God required him fo to do, For then 
they were converted to have iome- 
thing of ſpirituality in them - and be-| 
| came | 


ee rr rr a OOO 


————— 
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| feaſts, and kept the outward part of | 
Fj the ten commandments, they were 
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Zion, and his furnace in Feruſa 


| 


reſi ignation, humility, liberality, &c.' 
| which God requires, might be exercif- 
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came ofanothet i nature: 


be that 


| 


Calls bimſelt the ro ic hems Lor Has es dihs 
boly one of Urael, Kiles himſelf alſo by 
this name, The Lord, whoſe, fire is in 
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Va. 31. 9: Thoſe dipyine ARS 
render us AGIIN In Gods i | 
might be imployed in theſe c ngs as 
well asin others, that faith,obedience, 


ed in theſe obſervances, as well-as 
in another matters; and for them (not | 
meerly for the ſacrifices, &c.) "oY | 

| 


were commended, 
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| A ND now how well will all this 
4A: pains be beſtowed, if every man 


| [who reads theſe things will never con- 


tent himſelf; nor be at reſt without a 
ſtate of- inward purity and confor- 
mity to the divine will, anda fincere 
obedience to every 'part- of that Law 
which our Lord hath given us! Do 


with the leaves of piety, nor ſhroud 
our (elves under the empty ſhadows 
of Religion : 'bur put on the Lord Je- 


-[{us Chriſt, bring forth the reall froits 


of juſtice, mercy, and humble godli- 
neſs ; let the life of God poſleſs your 
ſouls, and the divine ſpirit aQtuate and 
inform you as living members of his 
body. We have our waſhings, and our 
ſacrifices, and our dayes of reſt as well 


duty we owe to God,and as means to 
exerciſe and increaſe our graces; and 
not pride our felyes as they did in 
| outward performances, and an heart- 


; [leſs ſanRiry, If we glory meerly in 


Ii 3 our 


fe COIN 


not I beleech you cover your ſelves} 


as the Jews had- let us have a care, 
that we uſe them our of a ſenſe of that 
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our Baptiſm, in our being of ſuch a par- 
ty and perſwaſt 10n , in going to our 
Churches, hearing of Sermons there, | 
[and repeating them at home, receivin 
of the Sacrament of Chriſts body an 
blood, praying, ſinging Pſalms, and 
offering praiſes : We do but mock 
God with outward ſhews, and bring 
bim to an Idol as cMichal did Sawls 
meſſengers inſtead of a man, Nay, it 
is 2 greater ſhame and more damnin 
for us co miſtake ſo groſly,and to chiok 
co pleaſe God with ſuch trivial things 
as words and outward geſtures, when 
we know more then they did, and 
have their miſcarriages laid fo plainly 
before us. If God did not only deſpiſe 
bur hate the Jewiſh ſervice when not 
joyned with obedience to his eternal 
precepts, then much more will he loth 
all ungodly men now with all their 
worſbip which they bring him, though 
never {0 pompous and ceremonious. 
For their Religion was full of ſhadows, 
ceremonies and outward fi 1gns , but 
Ours 15 a Religion of more ſimplicity, 
and therefore we can be the leſs temp- 
ted to formality. And beſides we be-| | 
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ing eaſed of that burden, of that hea- 
vy yoke which lay upon their necks, 
the heartier obedience in other things 
may be more juſtly exaRed of us, and 
expeced from us. Ler me conclude 
therefore with the words of the Apo- 
ſtle of us Gentiles, and beſeech you by 
the mercies of God, that ye preſent your 
bodies a living ſacrifice, holy, acceptable 
wnte God, which i your reaſonable ſer- 
vice. And be not conformed to this world, 
but be ye transformed by the renewing of 
your mind, that ye may prove what is that 
good acceptable and perfet# will of 
Goa. 
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